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O f f i c e of Ecosystem Prote c t i on and R e m e d i a t i o n - Region 8
The O f f i c e of Ecosystem Pro t e c t i on and Remediat ion (EPR) oversees the d e v e l o p m e n t and
implementat ion of S u p e r f u n d remedial and removal program activities, as well as Resource
Conservat ion and Recovery Act ( R C R A ) ac t iv i t i e s .

P r e p a r e d n e s s , Asse s sment and Emergency Response Program -
Region 8

Part of EPA's EPR, the S u p e r f u n d Preparednes s , Asses sment and Emergency Response and Program
( P A E R ) , manages short-term actions and emergency responses. T h e s e actions include responses to
accidental releases of hazardous substances, as well as short-term work at sites on EPA's NPL.
Removal actions are supervised by EPA On-Scene Coord inator s ( O S C s ) .

S u p e r f u n d Remed ia l Response Program - Region 8
The S u p e r f u n d Remedial Response Program is r e s p o n s i b l e for long-term technical work at S u p e r f u n d
sites, in c lud ing site assessments, remedial investigations and f e a s i b i l i t y s tudies, treatabi l i ty tests, and
remedial ( c l e a n u p ) de s ign and action. Each NPL site has a Remedial Pro j e c t Manager, who
supervises private contractors and other part ie s involved in site s tudy and cleanup. NPL sites located
in Montana are managed by the Montana EPA o f f i c e .

Program S u p p o r t G r o u p
T H E P R O G R A M S U P P O R T G R O U P I S A N A D V I S O R Y GROUP O F S C I E N T I S T SA V A I L A B L E T O S E N I O R A G E N C Y M A N A G E R S , O N S C E N E C O O R D I N A T O R S
( O S C S ) , A N D R E M E D I A L P R O J E C T M A N A G E R S ( R P M S ) F O R C O N S U L T A T I O N
O N T E C H N I C A L A N D S C I E N T I F I C M A T T E R S P E R T A I N I N G T OT O X I C O L O G Y , E C O L O G Y , H U M A N O R V E T E R I N A R Y M E D I C I N E ,
C H E M I S T R Y , H Y D R O G E O L O G Y , A N D / O R A I R M O D E L I N G . S C I E N T I S T SA N D / O R P H Y S I C I A N S W I T H I N T H E G R O U P A R E S O M E T I M E S C O N S U L T E DT O D E V E L O P O R R E V I E W E N V I R O N M E N T A L S A M P L I N G A N D A N A L Y S I S
P L A N S , O R T O D E V E L O P O R I N T E R P R E T E N V I R O N M E N T A L ,E P I D E M I O L O G I C A L , M E D I C A L O R T O X I C O L O G I C A L D A T A . T H E P R O G R A MS U P P O R T G R O U P P R O V I D E S 2 4 H O U R A D A Y / 7 D A Y S A W E E K E M E R G E N C Y
R E S P O N S E C A P A C I T Y T O A S S I S T W I T H S C I E N C E S U P P O R T A N DC O O R D I N A T I O N D U R I N G E N V I R O N M E N T A L E M E R G E N C I E S . M O S T
I N D I V I D U A L S W I T H I N T H E P R O G R A M S U P P O R T G R O U P A C T I V E L Y P U R S U E
E N V I R O N M E N T A L R E S E A R C H , E D U C A T I O N , A N D / O R C L I N I C A L P R A C T I C E

A T T H E R E G I O N A L O R N A T I O N A L L E V E L S A N D M A I N T A I N P R O F E S S I O N A LS T A N D I N G S I N T H E I R S C I E N T I F I C D I S C I P L I N E S ; M A N Y P R O G R A M
S U P P O R T M E M B E R S A R E BOARD C E R T I F I E D I N T H E I R R E S P E C T I V E F I E L D S
O F E X P E R T I S E .
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months or cost no more than $2 m i l l i o n , although exemptions may be granted if
warranted.
Remedial A c t i o n s - are long-term actions that s i g n i f i c a n t l y and permanent ly
reduce dangers due to releases or potential releases of hazardous substances that
are serious but not i m m e d i a t e l y l i f e threatening. Remedial responses are
referred to EPA's Remedial program and are conducted only at sites on EPA's
N a t i o n a l Prior i t i e s Li s t ( N P L ) .

The discovery of a release or potential release of hazardous substances initiates EPA's Removal
Program. EPA receives notice f rom the N a t i o n a l Response Center or is contacted d i r e c t l y by states,
communities, indus tr ie s or i n d i v i d u a l s . An EPA On-Scene Coordinator (OSC) goes to the site,
evaluates the s i tuat ion, and based upon thi s evaluation determines the removal action to be taken.
S u p e r f u n d money may be used to clean up the site if those r e spons i b l e for the release cannot or wi l l
not conduct the cleanup, or if state or local agencies are unable to respond. Other government
agencies may be ca l l ed upon to assist when necessary, d e p e n d i n g upon the nature and extent of the
release.
Some removals are paid for and conducted by those r e spon s i b l e for creating the release. In a d d i t i o n
to past and present owners or operators, those re spons ib l e may inc lude generators, transporters ,
storers or d i s p o s e r s of hazardous substances. The rest may be paid for and conducted by state or
county response teams and f u n d s , or by EPA through S u p e r f u n d . When S u p e r f u n d money is used,
EPA may take action to force those r e s p o n s i b l e to reimburse the f e d e r a l government for clean'up
costs.
Relevant EPA G r o u p s
EPA adminis t er s and enforce s the nation's environmental laws. Based in W a s h i n g t o n , D.C., it
i n c l u d e s 10 regional o f f i c e s , each of which inc lude s community re la t ions and technical s t a f f involved
in S u p e r f u n d site c leanups. EPA Region 8 encompasses Co lorado , Utah, Wyoming, N o r t h Dakota,
South Dakota, and Montana. The EPA Region 8 regional o f f i c e , located in Denver, Colorado
inc lude s several o f f i c e s , branches, and sections related to the S u p e r f u n d Program. In add i t i on , there
is an EPA Region 8 o f f i c e located in Helena, MT. See A p p e n d i x A for the names, addresses,
and t e l e p h o n e numbers of the EPA s t a f f and managers for the Libby, MT asbestos inve s t igat ion and
cleanup.

S u p e r f u n d C o m m u n i t y I n v o l v e m e n t S e c t i o n - Region 8
T h i s section, part o f E P A ' s O f f i c e o f Communication a n d P u b l i c Invo lv emen t , oversees
communication between EPA and all residents, pub l i c o f f i c i a l s , media representatives, and
community groups associated with S u p e r f u n d sites. The S u p e r f u n d Community Involvement
Program for each s i te involves the p l a n n i n g , coordinat ion, and i m p l e m e n t a t i o n of a c t iv i t i e s de s igned
to f a c i l i t a t e communication and enhance community involvement. Each site has at least one
C o m m u n i t y Invo lvement Coordinator who works c l o s e l y with EPA technical s t a f f to keep the local
community informed and involved.

December 12 , 2000 C o m m u n i t y I n v o l v e m e n t P l a n f or L i b b y , MT S i t e .
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S u p e r f u n d is the nation's program to clean up u n c o n t r o l l e d or abandoned hazardous waste
sites. The F e d e r a l regulation that guides the S u p e r f u n d program is the Nat ional Oil and
H a z a r d o u s S u b s t a n c e s P o l l u t i o n Contingency Plan (NCP), which was revised in 1990. The
S u p e r f u n d law, o f f i c i a l l y known as the Comprehens ive Environmental Response,
Compensation, and L i a b i l i t y Act ( C E R C L A ) , was passed by Congress in 1980 and amended
in 1986 by the S u p e r f u n d Amendments and Reauthorization Act (SARA). S u p e r f u n d :

Gives EPA the authority to s t op releases or potent ial releases of hazardous
substances;
Enables EPA to compel those r e s p o n s i b l e for site contamination to pay for
c l eanup;

• Provides f u n d i n g for cleanup when money from re spons ib l e parties is not
avai lable .

CERCLA requires the U. S. Environmental Protec t ion Agency ( E P A ) , or the state at state-
lead s i te s , to d e v e l o p and manage community involvement programs at both f u n d - l e a d and
enforcement-lead sites. At fund- l ead sites, cleanup is paid for with S u p e r f u n d money; at
enforcement-lead si tes , p o t e n t i a l l y r e spon s i b l e part i e s ( P R P s ) pay for c l eanup. At either t y p e
of site, community involvement remains the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of the EPA.
The CERCLA community involvement e f f o r t promote s two-way communication between
members of the pub l i c and the lead government agency responsible for remedial actions. The
overall o b j e c t i v e s of CERCLA community involvement are as f o l l o w s :

• Provide the pub l i c the oppor tun i ty to express comments on and provide input to
technical de c i s i ons;
I n f o r m the p u b l i c of p lanned and ongoing act ions; and

• I d e n t i f y and resolve c o n f l i c t s .
E P A ' s community involvement act ivi t i e s w i l l also address environmental j u s t i c e issues.
S p e c i f i c environmental j u s t i c e goals are:

• Raising awareness of equity issues to the remediation team;
Reviewing past site procedures to determine whether changes need to be made in
areas which would impact minori t i e s; and
T a i l o r i n g communications which are sensi t ive to the language and cultural
d i f f e r e n c e s of the community to assure that all citizens have equal o p p o r t u n i t y to
become involved in EPA's decision making process.

December 12, 2000 C o m m u n i t y I n v o l v e m e n t P l a n for L i b b y , MT S i t e .
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1.1 P u r p o s e \T h i s L i b b y , MT S i t e (Site) Community Involvement Plan (CIP) has been prepared in accordance
with the Community Relations in S u p e r f u n d : A H a n d b o o k , ' O f f i c e of Emergency and Remedial
Response, U . S . Environmental Protect ion Agency (EPA), January 1992 ( H a n d b o o k ) . The H a n d b o o k
ou t l ine s the community involvement requirements s t i p u l a t e d in the Nat i ona l Contingency Plan
(NCP), the regulations that govern S u p e r f u n d .
The CIP is used by EPA in conduc t ing community involvement activit ies as part of the S u p e r f u n d
process. The NCP requires a CIP for all removal actions l a s t i n g longer than 120 days and for all sites
l i s t e d on the NPL. The CIP serves as a basis for i d e n t i f y i n g community concerns and p l a n n i n g two
way communication so that the pub l i c gets questions answered, and concerns p u b l i c a l l y addressed.
Community involvement s t a f f strive to ant i c ipat e , i d e n t i f y , and acknowledge areas of c o n f l i c t so that
dec i s ions can be made with f u l l under s tanding of community views.
Regulat ions require EPA to conduct community interviews and, based on these interviews, to prepare
a CIP that includes a descript ion of the site background, history of community involvement at the
S i t e ( i n c l u d i n g major community concerns), community relat ions ob j e c t iv e s , and a l i s t of a f f e c t e d
and interes ted groups and ind iv idual s . The community interviews form the f o u n d a t i o n for
d e v e l o p i n g a p lan for ke ep ing abreast of community concerns.
It is important to emphasize that the CIP o f t en presents opinions of residents and other interviewees.
The i n f o r m a t i o n obtained in these interviews and summarized in the CIP r e f l e c t s interviewees'
responses regardle s s of whether those responses are f a c t u a l l y precise. The interview questions for
the S i t e are i n c l u d e d in A p p e n d i x F.

1.2 Overview
T h i s section contains an overview of the f o l l o w i n g programs and groups:

• S u p e r f u n d Program emphasizing the Removal Program;
• Relevant EPA groups;
• Other relevant government groups;
• Other relevant non-governmental groups; and
• The Libby Community A d v i s o r y Group

S u p e r f u n d Program
Under the S u p e r f u n d program, EPA inves t igate s hazardous waste s i te s and is authorized to
conduct two type s of response actions:

• Removal Act ions - are short-term actions designed to stabilize or clean up
i n c i d e n t s i n v o l v i n g hazardous substances that present an imminent threat to
human hea l th or the environment. Removal actions can last no longer than 12

December 12, 2000 Community I n v o l v e m e n t Plan for Libby, MT S i t e .
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E n v i r o n m e n t a l Response T e a m
The Environmental Response Team (ERT) located in Ed i s on , NJ, i s a branch of the Emergency |
Response Divi s ion o f EPA's O f f i c e o f Emergency and Remedial Response loca t ed in Washington.;
DC. ERT inc lude s hazardous waste expert s who provide 24-hour technical assistance to EPA
regional o f f i c e s . ERT s t a f f members are involved in the t e s t ing of remedial t e c h n o l o g i e s throughout
the country, and can prov id e assistance during S u p e r f u n d site c l eanups .
Other Relevant Government G r o u p s

Agency for T o x i c Sub s tanc e s and Disease Regis try
The Agency for T o x i c Subs tance s and Disease Registry (ATSDR), headquartered in A t l a n t a , GA, i s
part of the Public H e a l t h Servi c e within the U . S . Department of H e a l t h and Human Services.
ATSDR conducts P u b l i c H e a l t h Ass e s sment s at S u p e r f u n d s i te s to evaluate data and informat ion on
the release of hazardous substances into the environment. ATSDR developed a pub l i c health
response p l a n for the Libby area. The p l a n has three key elements: A review of environmental data
to assist the U . S . Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the state of Montana in i d e n t i f y i n g
and e l i m i n a t i n g human exposures to asbestos, medical t e s t ing of p e o p l e who live in the Libby
vic ini ty, and hea l th education for community res idents and local h ea l th care providers. ATSDR is
l e a d i n g a m a j o r h ea l th screening in Libby ca l l ed the Libby Community Environmental H e a l t h
P r o j e c t . See A p p e n d i x A for the names, addresses , and t e l ephone numbers of the ATSDR s t a f f
involved with the Libby, MT S i t e .

M o n t a n a Depar tment o f Environmenta l Q u a l i t y
The Montana Department of Environmental Qual i ty (MDEQ), as part of its own Montana S u p e r f u n d
Program, acts as the s u p p o r t agency dur ing EPA-led study and c l eanup at f e d e r a l S u p e r f u n d sites in
Montana. The Remediation Divis ion r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s i n c l u d e inve s t iga t i on and c leanup a c t iv i t i e s at
state and f e d e r a l S u p e r f u n d sites and reclaiming abandoned mine lands. Other regulatory ac t iv i t i e s
in c lude p e r m i t t i n g , and l i c en s ing underground storage tanks (USTs); i m p l e m e n t i n g corrective actions
at sites with leaking underground storage tanks (LUSTs); adminis t er ing the Petroleum Tank Release
C l e a n u p F u n d (reimburs ing owners for the costs of p e t ro l eum release c l e a n u p ) ; and overseeing
groundwater remediation at sites where agricultural and industrial chemical s p i l l s have caused
groundwater contamination. T h e s e a c t iv i t i e s h e l p to protect human h e a l t h and the environment; to
prevent exposure to hazardous substances that have been released to soil, sediment, surface water, or
groundwater; and to ensure c o m p l i a n c e with a p p l i c a b l e state and f e d e r a l r egulat ions .
MDEQ's involvement in the S i t e c l eanup i n c l u d e s reviewing and commenting on S i t e work p l a n s and
s tudie s , p a r t i c i p a t i n g in community involvement ac t ivi t i e s , and p r o v i d i n g technical ass i s tance to
EPA. See A p p e n d i x A for the names, addres se s , and t e l ephone numbers of the MDEQ s t a f f
involved with the Libby, MT S i t e .

M o n t a n a D e p a r t m e n t o f P u b l i c H e a l t h a n d H u m a n Serv i c e s
The Montana Department o f P u b l i c H e a l t h and Human S e r v i c e s (MDPHHS) i s charged with
improv ing and p r o t e c t i n g the h e a l t h , w e l l - b e i n g and s e l f - r e l i a n c e of al l Montanans. The mis s ion of
the Chronic Disease Prevent ion and H e a l t h Promotion S e c t i o n is to promote h ea l thy l i v i n g in
M o n t a n a communities by p r e v e n t i n g and reducing the burden of chronic disease. The S e c t i o n
i n c l u d e s M o n t a n a ' s H e a l t h y Communi t i e s I n i t i a t i v e a n d chronic di sease e p i d e m i o l o g y activit ies .
December 12, 2000 C o m m u n i t y I n v o l v e m e n t P l a n for L i b b y , MT S i t e .
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S u r v e i l l a n c e and needs assessment ac t iv i t i e s are undertaken by section s t a f f to monitor chronic
diseases, associated risk fac tor s and chronic disease-related needs. Based on documented needs, the
section d e v e l o p s i m p l e m e n t s and evaluates interventions and education programs aimed at reducing
the burden of chronic d i s e a f e e in Montana. T h e s e inc lude a variety of s trategie s such as health care
q u a l i t y improvement programs, pa t i en t and p r o f e s s i o n a l education programs; p u b l i c awareness and
media campaigns; and c l in i ca l screening services. Program o b j e c t i v e s are met through co l laborat ion
and coordination with many partners across the state of Montana, i n c l u d i n g p u b l i c and private health
care provider s , voluntary heal th organizations, consumer groups and other organizations involved in
prevention and heal th promotion e f f o r t s . MDPHHS maintains a Lincoln County o f f i c e located in
Libby at 117 Commerce Way.
MDPHHS s t a f f involved in ac t ivi t i e s at the Libby, MT S i t e include the S t a t e Medi ca l O f f i c e r and the
S t a t e E p i d e m i o l o g i s t . T h e i r involvement in Libby inc lude s reviewing and commenting on medical
s tudie s , p a r t i c i p a t i n g in community involvement activities , and provid ing technical assistance to EPA
and ATSDR. See A p p e n d i x A for the names, addres se s , and t e l ephone numbers of the MDPHHS
s t a f f involved with the Libby, MT Site.

L i n c o l n C o u n t y Department o f Environmenta l H e a l t h
The L i n c o l n County Department of Environmental H e a l t h ( L C D E H ) adminis ters a broad array of
programs related to pub l i c health protection. General categories include air quality, animal control,
consumer pro t e c t i on , s o l i d waste management, subdiv i s ion review, and water qual i ty. See A p p e n d i x
A for the name, addres s , and t e l e p h o n e number of L i n c o l n County Environmental H e a l t h Department
s t a f f involved with the Libby, MT S i t e .
Other Relevant N o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l G r o u p s

S t J o h n ' s Lutheran H o s p i t a l
St. John' s Lutheran H o s p i t a l i s a no t f or p r o f i t , non-denominational community ho sp i ta l and
healthcare system. The f a c i l i t i e s include 29 in-patient beds; a 24 hour emergency department; and
c o m p l e t e outpat i ent services i n c l u d i n g an urgent care c l in i c , an up-to-date imaging department ,
cardiac and phys i ca l r e h a b i l i t a t i o n services, home heal th , ho sp i c e and community outreach. Service
for minor i l l n e s s , emergencies, and medical prob l ems is ava i lab l e in Libby f rom 8:00 am to 6:00 pm.
Outreach c l i n i c s are also located in Troy and Eureka. See A p p e n d i x A for the name, address, and
t e l e p h o n e number o f S t . J o h n ' s Lutheran H o s p i t a l s t a f f involved with t h e Libby, M T S i t e .
C o m m u n i t y G r o u p s

L i b b y C o m m u n i t y A d v i s o r y G r o u p
The Libby Community Advisory Group is a diverse group of community representatives who
r egu lar ly meet to d i s cu s s issues relevant to the inve s t iga t i on and c leanup of asbestos in Libby as well
as the Communi ty M e d i c a l T e s t i n g Program that was carried out from May 2000 to November, 2000.
Communi ty members set the agendas and the meet ing dates. The group has chosen the second and
f o u r t h T h u r s d a y s of each month for their meetings. See A p p e n d i x A for the names, addre s s e s , and
t e l e p h o n e numbers of Libby CAG members.

December 12 , 2000 C o m m u n i t y I n v o l v e m e n t P l a n f o r L i b b y , MT S i t e .
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L i n c o l n C o u n t y Asbe s t o s V i c t i m s R e l i e f O r g a n i z a t i o n i
The L i n c o l n County A s b e s t o s V i c t i m s R e l i e f Organization wa s i n i t i a l l y f ormed f or th e purpo s e o f
d i s s e m i n a t i n g i n f o r m a t i o n and p o s s i b l y f i n d i n g medical ass i s tance for p e o p l e who were diagnosed
but couldn't a f f o r d immedia t e expense s for hea l th care such as travel and emergency medicat ion.
The f o c u s has since changed since more in format i on is g e n e r a l l y a v a i l a b l e in Libby, medical
screening began and the W.R. Grace medical program came into existence. The organization can be
an advocate for any victim who wishes to be represented. At pre s ent , membership is l imi t ed to
o f f i c e r s and board of director members. In the fu ture , as the s i tuation changes, the group has
d i s cu s s ed the p o s s i b i l i t y of becoming a full time in format i on center to r ep lac e the EPA I n f o r m a t i o n
Center.

1.3 Organiza t i on
EPA has prepared this CIP for the Site based upon i n f o r m a t i o n f r om interviews with a wide
range of community members, as well as f rom other relevant sources. The CIP describes the
concerns and comments of the community and outlines community involvement activities
p l a n n e d for the S i t e . EPA is committed to f u l l y invo lv ing community members in site
activities and decisions. These activities and oppor tuni t i e s for community involvement are
e x p l a i n e d in the page s that f o l l o w . EPA Region 8 w i l l be r e s p o n s i b l e for i m p l e m e n t i n g the
community involvement program out l ined in thi s CIP. The CIP wi l l be m o d i f i e d i f
necessary, to meet changing needs as act ivi t ie s for the Site progress.
The remaining CIP sections are as f o l l o w s :
2.0 S i t e Background: T h i s section i d e n t i f i e s the S i t e location, land uses in the

neighborhoods which comprise the S i t e , recent agency act ivi t i e s at the S i t e , and the
potential nature of the threat of the hazardous substances found at the Site .

3.0 Community Background and Concerns: T h i s section describes the communities
located wi thin the Site boundaries and documents their concerns.

4.0 O b j e c t i v e s of the Community Involvement Program: T h i s section provide s the basis
f o r , and c l a r i f i e s the goal s of, the CI program.

5.0 Community I n v o l v e m e n t A c t i v i t i e s : T h i s s ec t ion describes the ac t iv i t i e s t a i l o r e d to
meet s p e c i f i c community needs and planned to promote e f f e c t i v e community
involvement at the S i t e .

6.0 References: T h i s section contains a l i s t of r e f erence s used in the CIP.
7.0 Resources: T h i s section summarizes the i n f o r m a t i o n contained in the CIP

a p p e n d i c e s .
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T h i s s e c t i on contains a br i e f d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e L i b b y S i t e . S p e c i f i c d e t a i l s i n c l u d e
d e s c r i p t i o n s o f :

• Locat ion; !
• M i n i n g opera t i on s;
• Nature of the p o t e n t i a l threat of hazardous substances; and
• Recent agency activities.

2.1 L o c a t i o n
The S i t e is located in L i b b y , Montana. Libby l i e s in the northwest corner of Montana in
L i n c o l n County a p p r o x i m a t e l y 35 mi l e s f rom the I d a h o border and 65 mile s south of the
Canadian border. Libby is bounded to the north by the Kootenai River and surrounded to the
south by the Cabinet Mounta in s and Cabinet Mountain W i l d e r n e s s area. The S i t e l i e s within
S e c t i o n s 3 and 10, T30N, R31W of the L i b b y Quadrangle. A S i t e map is contained in F i g u r e
2-1.
Libby sits in the Kootenai River val l ey at an elevation of 2,066 f e e t and is surrounded by the
Koot ena i N a t i o n a l F o r e s t . The Libby Dam con f in e s the K o o t e n a i River about 17 mi l e s north
of town and creates the 90 mile l ong Lake Koocanusa that extends north into Canada.
Montana H i g h w a y 37 p a r a l l e l s the Koot ena i River and Lake Koocanusa and connects Libby
to U . S . H i g h w a y 93 to the north. U . S . H i g h w a y 2 runs througrrLibby and connects Libby to
the nearest towns of: K a l i s p e l l 90 m i l e s to the southeast and T r o y 18 mi l e s to the northwest.
The Burl ington Northern Railroad maintains the railroad that runs through Libby connect ing
Libby to W h i t e f i s h , Montana and S p o k a n e , Washington. F r e i g h t service runs d a i l y and
Amtrak service is avai lable 4 days a week. Libby also has a small airport with a 5,000 f oo t
runway.

2.2 M i n i n g O p e r a t i o n s
H y d r a t e d magnesium s i l i c a t e s in which varying amounts of iron (Fe++), sodium (Na+), and
aluminum (A13+) can s u b s t i t u t e for calcium and magnesium in the s o l i d s o lu t i on .
V e r m i c u l i t e , an hydrated magnesium s i l i c a t e mineral that resembles mica in appearance, was
discovered j u s t ou t s i d e Libby, Montana in 1881 by go ld miners. Initial mining operat ions
began in the early 1920's on the vermicul i t e ore body located a p p r o x i m a t e l y 7 mi l e s
northeast of Libby. By the late 1920's, operat ions were at full scale under the name of the
Universal Z o n o l i t e I n s u l a t i o n Company ( Z o n o l i t e ) .
The Z o n o l i t e mining opera t ions of the vermicul i t e ore body were f a i r l y t y p i c a l . V e r m i c u l i t e
ore was s t r i p mined using conventional equipment and then proces sed in an on-site dry m i l l
to remove waste rock and overburden. The processed ore was then trucked down Rainy
Creek Road to a screening p l a n t , which separated the m i l l e d ore into f i v e size ranges for use
in various produc t s . F r o m there, the material was s h i p p e d , p r e d o m i n a n t l y by rail , across the
country. The proces sed ore was ei ther used as is for various p r o d u c t s or was e x p a n d e d , al so
known as e x f o l i a t e d , prior to use. E x p a n s i o n is a c c o m p l i s h e d by h ea t ing the ore, u sua l ly in a
dry k i l n , to a p p r o x i m a t e l y 2.000 degree s F a h r e n h e i t . The hea t ing process b o i l s the water
t r a p p e d in the c r y s t a l l i n e matrix of the v ermicu l i t e , thus e x p a n d i n g the material by a f a c t o r of
10 to 15 f o l d .
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In 1963, W.R. Grace & Co. bought the Z o n o l i t e mining operat ions and operated it in a
s i m i l a r f a s h i o n unti l the Mine c lo sed in 1990. A wet m i l l i n g process was added to the
operation in 1975, which operated in tandem with the dry m i l l , un t i l the dry m i l l was taken
off l i n e in 1985. Expans ion operat ions at the Export Plant ceased in L i b b y sometime prior to
1981, a l though th i s area was s t i l l used to bag and export m i l l e d ore until mining operat ions
were s t o p p e d in 1990. In 1994 W. R. Grace & Co. sold the mine area to the K o o t e n a i
Deve l opmen t Company, who are the current owners.

iIn 1985, W.R. Grace & Co. reported reaching a vermicul i t e produc t i on high at the Libby ;
mine of 240,000 tons per year or 50 percent of the vermicul i t e mined in the U . S . (Grace, '
2000). Before the mine closed in 1990, Libby produced about 80 percent of the world s u p p l y
of vermicul i t e (Peronard, 2000). C o m m e r c i a l l y e x p l o i t e d vermicul i t e is used in agr i cu l tura l ,
h o r t i c u l t u r a l , i n d u s t r i a l , and construction produc t s such as b u i l d i n g in su la t i on and soil
condi t ioner (TVA, 2000). The vermiculi te mining operations in Libby occurred at the
f o l l o w i n g f o u r main locat ions:

• Mine and Mill located on Rainy Creek Road on top of Z o n o l i t e Mountain;
• Screen ing Plant and Railroad L o a d i n g S t a t i o n located astride the Kootenai River

at the intersec t ion of Rainy Creek Road and H i g h w a y 37, commonly re f erred to
as the Screening Plant;

• E x p a n s i o n / E x p o r t Plant , commonly referred to as the Export P l a n t , located off
H i g h w a y 37 where it crosses the Kootenai River; and
Expansion Plant b e l i eved to have been located at the end of L i n c o l n Road, near
5th Stree t . The L i n c o l n Road Expansion Plant a p p a r e n t l y went of f l ine
sometime in the 1950's, and has since been demol i shed . I n v e s t i g a t i o n s are
underway to determine the exact location of this f a c i l i t y .

2.3 N a t u r e o f P o t e n t i a l T h r e a t o f H a z a r d o u s S u b s t a n c e s
The vermicul i t e ore body in Libby contains na tura l ly occurring form of asbestos. Asbe s t o s is
a generic term for a group of six naturally-occurring f i b rou s s i l i ca t e minerals. The
predominant f i b r o u s habit of minerals f o u n d at the L i b b y S i t e are of the t r e m o l i t e - a c t i n o l i t e
s o l i d s o lu t i on series known as a m p h i b o l e asbestos. A s b e s t o s is a recognized human
carcinogen and is c l a s s i f i e d as a hazardous substance as d e f i n e d by 40 CFR S e c t i o n 302.4 of
t h e N a t i o n a l Cont ingency P l a n ( N C P ) .
A l t h o u g h p e o p l e can be exposed to asbestos by inges t ion (eat ing, dr ink ing) or p o s s i b l y on
the skin, these are not major exposure routes and do not pose nearly as great a risk as
inha la t i on of airborne asbestos f i b e r s , the primary exposure route. The f i b e r s that are most
dangerous to human health are those f i b er s that are longer than 5 microns and e sp e c ia l ly
those longer than 10 microns, with a l eng th to w id th ratio of 5:1. T h e s e are the f i b e r s that
are of r e sp i rab l e size.
I n h a l a t i o n of asbestos f i b e r s is known to cause three major re spiratory diseases: asbes to s i s ,
lung cancer and mesothelioma. A s b e s t o s i s is a restrictive lung disease which can be f a t a l .
A s b e s t o s i s is a di sease characterized by f i b r o t i c scarring of the lung and is caused
s p e c i f i c a l l y by exposure to asbestos mineral f ib er s . M e s o t h e l i o m a is a cancer of the l i n i n g of
the chest and abdominal cavities. The combination of smoking and exposure to asbestos
grea t ly increases the risk of d e v e l o p i n g one of these lung cancers.
During operation of the L i b b y mine and related p r o c e s s i n g f a c i l i t i e s , r e s ident s reported that
large amounts of dust and f u g i t i v e emis s ions were released into the environment (Peronard,
2000). Res ident s describe having to halt baseball games as large dust c louds swept through
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the b a l l f i e l d area f r o m the p i l e s of v ermicu l i t e at the Export Plant (Peronard, 2000). Data
c o l l e c t e d by W.R. Grace in 1975 shows l e v e l s of airborne asbestos in downtown Libby of 1.5
f i b e r s / c u b i c centimeter (cc 1), over 10 times the current oc cupat ional l i m i t s of 0.1 f i b e r s / c c
(Peronard, 2000). Data c o l l e c t e d by a contractor to EPA in the!980's measured airborne
asbestos l eve l s at 0.5 f i b e r s / c u b i c centimeter (cc), f i v e t imes h igher than today's occupational
l i m i t s , 4.5 miles f r om the mine site (Peronard, 2000). The contaminated dust and soil created
by these f u g i t i v e emissions l i k e l y remains in the environment and can be re-entrained l e a d i n g
to inhalat ion exposures. There is extensive literature indicat ing that at various times workers
at the mine site, m i l l and pro c e s s ing f a c i l i t i e s were exposed to high l ev e l s of asbestos f rom
f u g i t i v e dust emissions (Peronard, 2000). Other environmental releases of asbestos occurred

• f r o m workers br inging home dust covered c l o t h i n g and personal vehicle s . It is known that
asbestos f i b er s accumulate in indoor environments, and re-entrainment of indoor f i b er s can
m u l t i p l y indoor ambient air l e v e l s 5 0 - f o l d (Peronard, 2000).
The threat of exposure to workers and res idents ex i s t s through inhala t ion of a m p h i b o l e
asbestos at the two former vermiculite proce s s ing f a c i l i t i e s , the S c r e e n i n g Plant and the
Export Plant (Peronard, 2000). Non-enc lo s ed b u i l d i n g s at both f a c i l i t i e s contain s i g n i f i c a n t
amounts of dust containing asbestos f i b e r s of the l e n g t h and type of concern (Peronard,
2000). T h i s dust is ea s i ly dis turbed l e a d i n g to addi t i onal po t en t ia l inhalation exposures.
S u r f a c e s o i l s at each p r o p e r t y contain in excess of 2% asbestos by weight (Peronard, 2000).
These soils are subjec t to disturbance by wind, tracking through and off the property by
human activities, and migration f r o m po t en t ia l new d e v e l o p m e n t and construction which can
give rise to addi t ional exposure to asbestos f i b er s (Peronard, 2000). Subsequent inhalation
of these f i b e r s by workers, vis i tors and on-site re s ident s could cause an immediate p u b l i c
health threat (Peronard, 2000). A description of each of these f a c i l i t i e s f o l l o w s .
F o r m e r S c r e e n i n g P l a n t
The Scre en ing Plant occupies a p p r o x i m a t e l y 21 acres of p r o p e r t y that is now used for
combined commercial/re s idential use. It is l i k e ly that amphibo le asbestos contamination has
spread to the par c e l s of land (zoned r e s i d e n t i a l ) to the west and south of the Scre en ing Plant
proper. During operations the screened ore was moved by conveyor belt across the Kootenai
River to a rail l o a d i n g opera t ion a d j a c e n t to a Burl ington-Northern Rail Line. A m p h i b o l e
asbestos contamination has also been found in thi s area. All of these areas are considered
part of the Screening Plant.
Up until May, 2000, the S c r e e n i n g Plant was used as a w h o l e s a l e nursery; a covered storage
f a c i l i t y for recreational v e h i c l e s , motor boats, and other e q u i p m e n t ; and a farm for medic inal
mushrooms. It was also the l o ca t i on of the primary residence for the current p r o p e r t y owners
and is f r e q u e n t l y vi s i t ed by re la t ive s , i n c l u d i n g their c h i l d r e n and young grandchi ldren. Its
main features were .the residence (former l a b / o f f i c e b u i l d i n g ) ; an approx imate ly one acre, 40
f o o t high storage b u i l d i n g (i.e., the long shed); several green houses; a series of concrete
tunnels that house the mushroom farm, and are also used for storage; several smaller storage
unit s; a tree orchard; and a p l a n t i n g operation.
Curren t ly , the S c r e e n i n g Plant i s being c l eaned-up as part o f the EPA's May, 2000 A c t i o n
Memorandum (see S e c t i o n 2.5, C l e a n u p A c t i v i t i e s ) . To date , th e m a j o r i t y o f contaminated
s tructures have been d e m o l i s h e d at the S c r e e n i n g Plant and contaminated soil has been
removed as s p e c i f i e d in the EPA's Removal A c t i o n W o r k P l a n and associated documents.
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The contaminated soil and d e m o l i t i o n debris has been s t o ckp i l ed in and adjacent to the long
shed due to issues r egarding access to the f ormer V e r m i c u l i t e Mine. The f ormer V e r m i c u l i t e
Mine i s E P A ' s p r e f e r r e d d i s p o s a l l o ca t ion. T h i s d i s p o s a l re s tr i c t ion w i l l d e l a y c o m p l e t i o n o f
c l ean-up at the S c r e e n i n g Plant unt i l Summer 2001.
Former Export P l a n t
The Export Plant occupie s a p p r o x i m a t e l y 11 acres of proper ty which is now owned by the
City of Libby, and leased to a retail lumberyard. Some amphibole asbestos, contamination has
been found on ad ja c en t parc e l s of land which had been used as youth baseball f i e l d s , but are
now unused. During operations the screened ore was trucked from the Screen ing Plant to the
Export Plant , and staged with various other V e r m i c u l i t e related materials between the
b a l l f i e l d s and the Export P l a n t , and in a few other ou t ly ing areas. All of these areas are
considered part of the Export Plant . Currently, the Export Plant is used as a retail lumber
m i l l . Its main f ea ture s are f iv e b u i l d i n g s used to house f i n i s h e d and rough lumber, and other
construction related materials. The s e bu i ld ings also contain various m i l l i n g equipment, tool s ,
and a retail center. The b u i l d i n g s are all of basic wood construction. The Export Plant has
paved access to H i g h w a y 37, and part of the p r o p e r t y is now being used as a lay down area in
suppor t of improvements to the Highway 37 Bridge across the Kootenai River.

2.4 Recent Agency A c t i v i t i e s
An EPA Emergency Response Team conducted an init ial site investigation in Libby, MT on
November 23, 1999 in response to requests from the S t a t e of Montana, Linco ln County
Department of Environmental H e a l t h , and C i t y o f f i c i a l s of Libby, MT, to address questions
and concerns raised by citizens of Libby and the media regarding po s s i b l e ongoing exposures
to asbestos f i b e r s as a result of historical mining, proces s ing, and exportat ion of
asbes tos-containing vermiculite. S p e c i f i c a l l y , a series of reports in the K a l i s p e l l Daily
I n t e r l a k e and the S e a t t l e Post- I n t e l l i g e n c e r as wel l as other newspapers, a l l e g e d that 192
p e o p l e have d i ed and 375 are now ill f r o m asbes tos-related diseases. T h i s section presents
Agency activities associated with sampl ing and community involvement.
The ini t ia l site inve s t iga t i on consisted of the f o l l o w i n g : a brief in spe c t i on of the former mine
and proc e s s ing f a c i l i t i e s ; interviews with local o f f i c i a l s and some members of impacted
f a m i l i e s ; an interview with a p u l m o n o l o g i s t in S p o k a n e , WA who s p e c i a l i z e s in the treatment
of asbestos related diseases; and the co l l e c t i on of a small set of environmental samples.
T h i s inv e s t i ga t i on revealed two important f i n d i n g s . F i r s t , there are a large number of current
and historic cases of asbestos related di seases centered around Libby, MT. The
p u l m o n o l o g i s t in S p o k a n e alone was currently trea t ing over 200 cases of asbestos re lated
diseases among p e o p l e who had either l ived in Libby or worked at the mine, and had
p r o v i d e d care to dozens more who had already died. Out of thi s p h y s i c i a n ' s cases were 33
inc ident s of a p p a r e n t l y non-occupational exposures. Of these 33, six had no f a m i l y or other
tie s to anyone working at the mine. W h i l e anecdotal in nature, these f i n d i n g s suggest
d e f i n i t i v e h e a l t h e f f e c t s from the a m p h i b o l e asbes tos f o u n d at Libby.
The second f i n d i n g was the l i k e l i h o o d that s i g n i f i c a n t amounts of asbestos contaminated
vermicul i t e s t i l l remained in and around Libby. It is clear that high concentrations of
amphibo l e asbestos remain in the t a i l i n g s p i l e and t a i l i n g s pond at the former mine i t s e l f . In
a d d i t i o n , v i s i b l e p i l e s of unexpanded vermicul i t e remained at the Screening P l a n t , and the
base material of Rainy Creek Road appeared to contain t a i l i n g s and sands f r o m the mine.
Residen t s de scr ibed how p i l e s of expanded and unexpanded vermicul i t e used to sit at the
Export P l a n t , next to two former youth basebal l f i e l d s . C h i l d r e n were described as having
r e g u l a r l y p l a y e d in and around these p i l e s . Both expanded and unexpanded vermicul i te f rom
waste p i l e s around the min ing op era t i on s were commonly used by local r e s id en t s in th e i r
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yards and gardens as a soi l c ondi t i oner (Peronard, 2000), and the expanded vermicu l i t e was

;used as wall and attic insulat ion in many homes. Descript ions of historic operations of the
'mine, m i l l , and proc e s s ing centers indicated that large amounts o f dust and other f u g i t i v e
' e m i s s i o n s were released into the environment when these opera t i on s were s t i l l running
(Peronard, 2000). ,
T h e s e f i n d i n g s led EPA to ini t ia t e a larger scale rapid inve s t i ga t i on with the f o l l o w i n g
di s t inc t goa l s :

• Obtain in format ion on airborne asbestos l e v e l s in Libby (a l i m i t e d number of
homes, businesses and the Export Plant and Screening Plant) in order to j u d g e
whether time-critical intervention is needed to protect p u b l i c hea l th .

• Obtain data on asbestos l ev e l s in po t en t ia l source mater ia l s (at the Export Plant
and S c r e e n i n g P l a n t ) , and i d e n t i f y the most a p p r o p r i a t e analyt i ca l methods to
screen and q u a n t i f y asbestos in source material.

S a m p l i n g A c t i v i t i e s
In December 1999, the EPA Team, in coordination with the Montana Department of
Environmental Quality (MDEQ) and the Montana Department of Publ i c H e a l t h and Human
Service s (MDPHHS), began s a m p l i n g for asbestos in Libby. During the December 1999
s a m p l i n g , the EPA Team c o l l e c t e d soil sampl e s f r o m 35 residences, 3 businesses, and several
potent ial "hot spots" associated with historical vermiculite mining activities in Libby. The s e
hot s p o t s in c lude the 21-acre former Screen ing Plant area, also re ferred to as the "Railroad
L o a d i n g S t a t i o n " or "Raintree Nursery" located on the northeast s ide of the Kootenai River
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 4.5 miles northeast of Libby, and the Export F a c i l i t y , also re ferred to as the
"Export Plant Area" or " M i l l w o r k s West", located in the ci ty of Libby. F i g u r e 2-2 is an
aerial p h o t o g r a p h that shows the locat ion of these areas and the vermicul i t e mine.
W h y C o n d u c t Environmenta l S a m p l i n g ?
S a m p l i n g activities discussed in Sect ion 2.2 are being conducted to determine if there is a
current hea l th risk f r om exposure to asbestos in Libby. If there is a risk, EPA must determine
what actions need to be taken to reduce or el iminate them.
The s a m p l e s were analyzed for p o s s i b l e contamination with asbestos f i b e r s to i d e n t i f y areas
with the greatest p o t e n t i a l h e a l t h risks. For all s ampl e s , the p o s i t i v e asbestos re su l t s were
separated into the f o l l o w i n g f i b er types:

A s b e s t i f o r m mineral f i b e r s also known as t r e m o l i t e r a c t i n o l i t e series of asbestos
f i b er s ;

• C h r y s o t i l e asbestos f i b e r s ( f o r m e r l y used f or f l o o r t i l e s , p i p e in su la t i on , etc.);
and

• Other f i b e r s .
The f i b e r s were separated in t h i s way because EPA be l i ev e s the h e a l t h risks are greatest for
the t r e m o l i t e - a c t i n o l i t e f i b e r s . A l s o , t r e m o l i t e - a c t i n o l i t e asbes tos f i b e r s are as sociated with
the v ermi cu l i t e ore mined in Libby.
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The f i b e r s f o u n d in air and dust s a m p l e s were al so d i v i d e d into s eparate size classes. The
size c la s s e s are as f o l l o w s :

• Short f i b e r s - 5 to 10 microns; or
Long f i b e r s - equal to or greater than 10 microns with a l eng th to w id th ratio "of 5
to 1 (5 microns l ong to 1 micron wide).

T h i s f i b e r size d iv i s i on was made because health risks are bel ieved to be greater for l o n g
f i b e r s . Because some re s ident s have expressed ' c o n c e r n about p o t e n t i a l hea l th risks f r o m
shorter f i b e r s , EPA is l o o k i n g at these f i b e r s as 'well .
S a m p l i n g Resu l t s
The re sul t s from indoor air, dus t , in su la t ion, s o i l , and area school s are di s cus sed in this
section.
I n d o o r A i r Resul t s
The i n i t i a l indoor air re su l t s f r o m the December s a m p l i n g were released the week of January
31, 2000. The in i t ia l r e su l t s f rom the March indoor air s a m p l i n g were released the week of
J u n e 12. The re su l t s for both events are di s cus sed in this section.
D e c e m b e r / J a n u a r y Resu l t s
In the January 2000 analys i s , of the 32 homes and 3 businesses s ampl ed , asbestos f i b e r s
greater than 10 microns were found in two homes and at two former vermiculite proce s s ing
areas, the Export P l a n t , and the Screen ing Plant . EPA found t r emol i t e-ac t ino l i t e asbestos
f i b e r s - the kind of asbestos found at the Libby vermiculite mine, at one home and the two
former vermiculi te proce s s ing areas. At the other home, chryso t i l e asbestos, another type of
asbestos f i b e r f o r m e r l y used in f l o o r t i l e s , p i p e insulat ion, etc., was f o u n d .
In February 2000, EPA re-analyzed the indoor air sampl e s to i d e n t i f y lower concentrations of
asbes tos f i b e r s that may be present. From the re-analysis r e su l t s , EPA i d e n t i f i e d two
a d d i t i o n a l homes with a s b e s t i f o r m f i b e r s that are associated with the Libby mine.
R e s u l t s f rom the February 2000 re-analysis, f o u n d 11 locations with a s b e s t i f o r m mineral
f i b e r s of low concern, i.e., shorter than 5 microns and seven locat ions had chryso t i l e f i b e r s in
this same size range. At the other 16 locations, EPA did not detect asbestos f i b er s in the
indoor air s a m p l e s . The highest indoor air concentration was 0.0003 f i b e r s per cubic
centimeter which is about 10,000 times l e s s than the concentrations found 25 to 30 years ago
in Libby ( C A G , 2000).
The EPA also conducted air s a m p l i n g in 6 Libby school b u i l d i n g s . No s a m p l e s had any
f i b e r s larger than 5 microns. Thre e s a m p l e s f o u n d a c t ino l i t e - t r emo l i t e f i b e r s smal l er than 5
microns. Chry so t i l e f i b er s were found only in the administration building. No sample s have
been taken to date at school outdoor tracks, that r e p o r t e d l y may contain asbestos ( C A G ,
2000). However, EPA does p l a n to s a m p l e the outdoor tracks in the f u tur e (CAG, 2000).
M a r c h / A p r i l Resu l t s
R E S U L T S T O B E I N S E R T E D W H E N D A T A I S A V A I L A B L E FROM D A T A B A S E
Dust S a m p l i n g Resu l t s
Dust was sampl ed in 34 p r o p e r t i e s in p l a c e s such as window s i l l s and beneath r e f r ig era t or s
where dust is e xp e c t ed to c o l l e c t . A s b e s t o s f i b e r s greater than 5 microns l o n g were f ound in
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the dust of 18 of the 34 l o ca t i ons s a m p l e d ( E P A , 2000b). The tab l e below summarizes the
re su l t s of the asbestos f i b e r s i d e n t i f i e d in the dust s ampl e s .

T y p e o f Asbe s t o s F i b e r s F o u n d
A s b e s t i f o r m f i b e r greater than 5 microns l ong
A s b e s t i f o r m f i b e r s les s than 5 microns l o n g
C h r y s o t i l e f i b e r s greater than 10 microns l ong
C h r y s o t i l e f i b e r s between 5 and 10 microns l o n g
C h r y s o t i l e f i b e r s less than 5 microns l o n g

N u m b e r o f S a m p l e s
1
7
9
8

14
Source: EPA F a c t S h e e t "Asbestos S a m p l i n g Results." M a r c h 2000.

I n s u l a t i o n S a m p l i n g Resul t s
EPA took insulation samples from 19 homes and 2 businesses (EPA, 2000b). The results
f rom in su la t i on s a m p l e s show that 2 of the homes and 1 of the businesses sampl ed had l ev e l s
between 1.5 and 2 percent f i b e r s by weight ( E P A , 2000b). Seven homes had insu la t ion with
less than 1 percent f i b e r s by weight (EPA, 2000b). Fiber s were not detected in the insulat ion
f rom the 13 remaining homes sampl ed in the f i r s t analys i s ( E P A , 2000b). No correlation was
apparent between the asbestos f ound in the in su la t i on and asbestos indoor air concentrations
( C A G , 2000).
S o i l S a m p l i n g
In December 1999, 176 total soil s ampl e s were c o l l e c t e d f rom 35 re s ident ia l locations. In
general, two yard s a m p l e s , one dirt driveway sampl e , and one garden sampl e were taken at
each residence. Resident ial yard sampl e s were compos i t e surface soil c o l l e c t e d f r o m a d e p t h
of 0 to 2 inches, while the dirt driveway s a m p l e s were compos i t e sur face soil taken f r o m a
d e p t h of 0 to 1 inch. Resident ial garden sampl e s consisted of 0- to 12-inch compos i t e soil
sample s .
E i g h t y - f i v e soil s ampl e s were c o l l e c t e d f rom 71 stations f r o m the primary S c r e e n i n g Plant
area and the horse pasture area south of Rainy Creek and 98 soil s a m p l e s were co l l e c t ed at
the Export F a c i l i t y during the December 1999 init ial inve s t igat ion. Most of the soil s a m p l e s
at the S c r e e n i n g Plant and Export F a c i l i t y were sur face grab s a m p l e s c o l l e c t e d f r om a d e p t h
of 0 to 2 inches, with co-located soil s ampl e s f r o m a d e p t h of 2 to 12 inches c o l l e c t e d for
about 20 percent of these surface s ampl e s . D e p e n d i n g on the size of the waste p i l e ,
c o m p o s i t e waste p i l e s a m p l e s were c o l l e c t e d at varying d e p t h s , f r o m a few inches up to 2
f e e t in d e p t h . Resu l t s ranged f r om non-detect to a p p r o x i m a t e l y 4 percent t r e m o l i t e asbestos.
A d d i t i o n a l soil s a m p l e s were c o l l e c t e d f r o m Rainy Creek Road (52 soil s a m p l e s ) l e a d i n g to
the mine site. S a m p l e s on Rainy Creek Road were c o l l e c t e d f r o m a d e p t h of 0 to 1 inch.
In March 2000, the EPA Team conducted a d d i t i o n a l soil s a m p l i n g in various commercial and
p o t e n t i a l f u t u r e r e s id en t ia l areas in and around the community of Libby, as wel l as at the
L i n c o l n County l a n d f i l l . The March 2000 soil s a m p l i n g a c t i v i t i e s are d e t a i l e d below:
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• S c r e e n i n g P l a n t area - 17 soi l s a m p l e s f rom 11 s ta t ions were c o l l e c t e d f rom a
wooded area north of the greenhouses, and 44 s a m p l e s f rom 37 s tat ions were
c o l l e c t e d f rom an area re f erred to as "Government Lot 4" south of the horse
pas ture;

• Export F a c i l i t y - 2 9 s ampl e s f rom 17 s tat ions were c o l l e c t e d ;
• Carney Creek l o g g i n g area - 15 s a m p l e s f r o m 5 s ta t ions were c o l l e c t e d f r o m thi s

l o g g i n g area a d j a c e n t to the lower port ion of Rainy Creek Road;
• U . S . F o r e s t S e r v j c e l o g g i n g site - 5 s ampl e s were c o l l e c t ed f rom this l o g g i n g

area that l i e s above the "Amphitheater" area a d j a c e n t to Rainy Creek Road;
• Kootenai B l u f f s S u b d i v i s i o n - 38 sample s f r o m 10 l o t s were c o l l e c t e d ;
• Z o n o l i t e Mountain - 31 sampl e s f r om 17 s tat ions were c o l l e c t e d .

In A p r i l 2000, f u r t h e r r e s ident ia l s a m p l i n g ac t iv i t i e s were conducted by the EPA Team with
the co l l e c t i on of 395 samples at 71 residences. Twelve soil samples were also collected from
a tr iangular- shaped area located between the horse pasture south of Rainy Creek and
H i g h w a y 37. Resu l t s of these 12 s a m p l e s ranged f rom non-detect to a p p r o x i m a t e l y 8 percent
t r e m o l i t e asbestos.
During J u n e and July 2000, the EPA Team c o l l e c t e d the f o l l o w i n g soil sample s: 4 add i t i ona l
sampl e s from the above-mentioned triangular-shaped proper ty; 24 sampl e s f rom 12 stations
in the Screening Plant area; 12 sample s from 6 stations located within Government Lot 4 (or
"KDC" proper ty south of the Screening P l a n t ) ; and 16 sampl e s f r o m 2 residences.
In Augus t 2000, soil s a m p l i n g ac t iv i t i e s continued in the Libby area. During the month, 12
s a m p l e s f r o m a residence were c o l l e c t e d , as well as 186 s a m p l e s f rom the Screen ing Plant
area.
E i g h t y - f i v e soil sample s were col lec ted from 71 stations from the primary Screening Plant
area and the horse pasture area south of Rainy Creek and 98 soil sample s were c o l l e c t e d at
the Export F a c i l i t y during the December 1999 ini t ia l inve s t igat ion. Most of the soil s a m p l e s
at the Scre en ing Plant and Export F a c i l i t y were surface grab sample s c o l l e c t e d f rom a d e p t h
of 0 to 2 inches, with co-located soil s ampl e s f r om a d e p t h of 2 to 12 inches c o l l e c t ed for
about 20 percent of these surface sample s . Depend ing on the size of the waste p i l e ,
c ompos i t e waste p i l e s a m p l e s were c o l l e c t e d at varying d e p t h s , f rom a few inches up to 2
f e e t in dep th . Results ranged f rom non-detect to a p p r o x i m a t e l y 4 percent tr emol i t e asbestos.
A d d i t i o n a l soil sampl e s were c o l l e c t e d f r o m Rainy Creek Road (52 soil s a m p l e s ) l e a d i n g to
the mine site. S a m p l e s on Rainy Creek Road were c o l l e c t e d f r o m a d e p t h of 0 to 1 inch.
L i b b y Asbe s to s C l e a n u p
In April 2000, EPA and W.R. Grace & Co. entered into nego t ia t i ons to determine how the
Export Plant and Screening Plant would be cleaned up. However, on A p r i l 18. 2000, W.R.
Grace & Co. in formed EPA that they were not interested in s ign ing a consensual clean-up
agreement for clean-up work at 2 former vermicul i te proce s s ing areas in Libby. On May 23,
2000, EPA issued a U n i l a t e r a l A d m i n i s t r a t i v e Order to W.R. Grace & Co. ordering them to
clean up asbestos at their former vermicul i t e Export Plant next to the old b a l l f i e l d s on U . S .
H i g h w a y 37. A l s o on May 23, 2000, EPA signed an "Action Memorandum" s tat ing that
EPA w i l l clean up the f ormer W.R. Grace & Co. Scre en ing P l a n t located at the base of Rainy
Creek Road on U . S . H i g h w a y 37.
F o r m e r Expor t P l a n t
In l a t e - J u l y 2000, W.R. Grace began m o b i l i z a t i o n ac t iv i t i e s to c l ean-up the former Export
P l a n t . The former Export P l a n t i s owned by the C i t y o f L i b b y . The C i t y o f L i b b y leases the
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land to the owners of M i l l w o r k s West. URS and A C & S (W.R. Grace contractors)
inventoried all of the M i l l w o r k s Wes t p r o p e r t y prior to b eg inning any clean-up ac t iv i t i e s .
U p o n c o m p l e t i o n o f the inventory, A C & S personnel began c l eaning the inventory u s ing both
we t-wiping methods , and vacuum cleaners e q u i p p e d with high e f f i c i e n c y 'part iculate air
(HEP A) f i l t e r s . Once c l eaned, the m a j o r i t y of the inventory was t ranspor t ed to the t emporary
M i l l w o r k s Wes t f a c i l i t y l o ca t ed on H i g h w a y 2 Sou th . The remainder of the inventory was
p l a c e d into storage on site. Any items which could not be ad equa t e ly decontaminated were
tran spor t ed to the former mine site as contaminated waste.
URS decontaminated the b u i l d i n g s located at the former Export Plant site. The b u i l d i n g s
were decontaminated using both wet-wiping methods , and vacuum cleaners e q u i p p e d with
H E P A f i l t e r s . Once the b u i l d i n g s were adequate ly c l eaned, based on a visual in sp e c t i on of
the b u i l d i n g by URS along with a representative of the EPA, a minimum of f i v e f i n a l
clearance air s a m p l e s were c o l l e c t e d within each b u i l d i n g . T h e s e s a m p l e s were analyzed
using T r a n s m i s s i o n Electron Micro s c opy (TEM) to ensure that f i b e r concentrations wi thin
the b u i l d i n g are below clearance criteria. At this t ime, the p laner b u i l d i n g , the p o l e barn, the
warehouse, the small shed and the scale barn have been cleared for reoccupancy.
URS began removing contaminated s o i l s f rom the former export p l a n t site. URS is p l a n n i n g
on removing up to 18 inches of soil f rom the entire site. The soil was removed in 100' x 100'
grids. Once a grid was c leared, soil s ampl e s were c o l l e c t e d f r o m the remaining soil and
analyzed for asbestos content using po lar i z ed l igh t microscopy (PLM). URS then back f i l l e d
the grid with clean s o i l . The contaminated soil is being transpor t ed to the former mine site ••
a l ong with any contaminated debris. URS has cleared and back f i l l e d all of the grids west of
the p laner b u i l d i n g .
Prior to clean up operat ions commencing at the former export p l a n t , KES ( d e f i n e ) , with an
EPA representat ive, c o l l e c t e d ambient air s a m p l e s a l ong the perimeter of the site to
determine background f i b e r l e v e l s on the site. Once clean up operat ions commenced and a
regulated area was e s t a b l i s h e d , the perimeter s a m p l e s were c o l l e c t e d on a d a i l y bases, and
w i l l continue to be c o l l e c t e d whenever work at done at the site. The perimeter ambient air
s a m p l e s are c o l l e c t e d to ensure that f i b e r s are not being generated by the c l ean-up operat ions
and migra t ing off site. In a d d i t i o n , KES c o l l e c t s personal air s a m p l e s on workers within the
regula t ed area to ensure that workers are not being exposed to elevated l e v e l s of asbestos
f i b e r s .
All of the work being p e r f o r m e d at the former export p l a n t by URS was p e r f o r m e d under the
direc t supervis ion of an EPA representative. All m o d i f i c a t i o n s , d e l e t i o n s , or a d d i t i o n s to the
URS Work Plan for th i s e f f o r t must be approved by the E P A , or the EPA's repre s entat ive
prior to be ing i m p l e m e n t e d by URS or i t ' s repre s entat ive s .
F o r m e r S c r e e n i n g P l a n t
In J u n e 2000, the EPA and their contractors began m o b i l i z a t i o n ac t iv i t i e s for the c l ean-up of
the former S c r e e n i n g P l a n t . The f i r s t ac t iv i ty c o m p l e t e d as part of the c lean-up was a
comprehens ive inventory of the contaminated personal p r o p e r t y at the former S c r e e n i n g
Plant. I d e n t i f i e d contaminated p r o p e r t y was decontaminated pr ior to leaving the f o rmer
S c r e e n i n g P l a n t , or. if unable to be de contaminated as de t ermined by an asbestos c l e a n u p
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exper t , was p l a c e d as ide for d i s p o s a l . U p o n c o m p l e t i o n of the inventory c lean-up of the
f ormer S c r e e n i n g Plant was i n i t i a t e d .
S t a r t i n g in July 2000, contaminated structures were d e m o l i s h e d . D e m o l i t i o n involved
t ear ing down b u i l d i n g u t i l i z i n g a large excavator, l o a d i n g d e m o l i t i o n debr i s into d u m p
trucks, and s t o c k p i l i n g of d e m o l i t i o n debris to a central location on the former Scre en ing
Plant . During d e m o l i t i o n the structures and equipment were cons tantly wet down to s u p p r e s s
d u s f . In a d d i t i o n , to insure personnel conduc t ing the d e m o l i t i o n were using prop er
re sp ira tory pro t e c t i on they were monitored with personal air monitors. F i n a l l y , the site
perimeter was cont inuous ly monitored during d e m o l i t i o n ac t iv i t i e s to insure that asbestos
contaminated dust was not l eaving the former S c r e e n i n g Plant .
F o l l o w i n g d e m o l i t i o n of structures, contaminated s o i l , as i d e n t i f i e d during site
inve s t iga t i on s , was removed. Contaminated soil was removed in 100' x 100' grids. Once a
grid is c l eared, soil s a m p l e s are c o l l e c t ed f r o m the remaining soil and analyzed for asbestos
content using po lar i z ed l i g h t microscopy (PLM). Contaminated soil was removed to a d e p t h
of a p p r o x i m a t e l y f our f e e t on the north s ide of the former Screening Plant. Because
contaminated soil remained on thi s s ide of the proper ty , it was covered with a membrane
material. T h i s membrane d e l in ea t e s clean soil f rom asbestos contaminated soil. On the
southern s ide of the site, contaminated soil was removed to a d e p t h of a p p r o x i m a t e l y 18
inches. S a m p l i n g on th i s s ide of the site i d e n t i f i e d it as clean (i.e., no asbestos contaminated
s o i l ) f o l l o w i n g excavation activit ie s . Contaminated soil removal involved excavation with
continuous dust s u p p r e s s i o n , and s t o c k p i l i n g of soil into the long shed on the former
Screen ing Plant . As was the case for structure d emo l i t i on ac t iv i t i e s , personnel and the site
perimeter were cont inuous ly monitored.
U p o n c ompl e t i on of contaminated soil removal, c l e a n - f i l l material was imported to cover the
north s ide of the former Screen ing Plant. The southern side of the site was not covered due
to the fa c t that it was i d e n t i f i e d as clean through s a m p l i n g , and because of the shal low d e p t h
of excavation. The site was shut-down during W i n t e r 2000 - 2001. Shut down activit ies
involved covering the contaminated soil s t o c k p i l e , p lac ement of erosion control s i n c l u d i n g
trenches, hay bale s , s ed imentat ion basins, and s i l t f e n c i n g . The former Screening P l a n t wi l l
be monitored during winter months to insure that erosion control s are e f f e c t i v e and to
conduct necessary maintenance activit ie s .
The f i n a l d i s p o s a l locat ion for the contaminated soil and d emo l i t i on debris has not been
determined. As a r e su l t , the clean-up of the former Scre en ing Plant w i l l not be c ompl e t ed
unt i l Summer 2000. At that time, it is a n t i c i p a t e d that a d i s p o s a l l o ca t i on w i l l be i d e n t i f i e d
and contaminated soil and d e m o l i t i o n w i l l be removed to that location.

L i b b y C o m m u n i t y Environmenta l H e a l t h Pro j e c t
The U . S . A g e n c y for T o x i c Subs tance s and Disease Registry (ATSDR) in co l laborat ion with
the Montana Department of P u b l i c H e a l t h and Human Service s s , the L i n c o l n County
Department of Environmental H e a l t h , the MDEQ, and the EPA conducted a Community
Environmental H e a l t h Pro j e c t to addre s s human heal th concerns related to p o s s i b l e exposure
to asbestos in the Libby, MT area. The f o l l o w i n g p u b l i c h ea l th actions were d ev e l op ed and
i m p l e m e n t e d by ATSDR in coordination with these other agencies:

A medical t e s t i n g program for p e o p l e who l ived or worked in the Libby area
dur ing the time of highes t exposure.

• C o l l e c t i o n and analys i s of medical and e p i d e m i o l o g i c i n f o r m a t i o n to understand
the nature and extent of a sbe s to s-re lated d i s ea s e in the community.
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C o o p e r a t i o n with other involved agencies to recommend actions that can be
taken to l i m i t f u r t h e r exposure to asbestos and to m i t i g a t e or prevent adverse
hea l th e f f e c t s . 'iProvide residents comple t e and current information on asbestos-related heal th
risks. Work with area phys i c ians and other medical p r o f e s s i o n a l s to h e l p them
obtain up-to-date in f o rmat i on on the d iagnos i s and treatment of a sbe s to s-re la ted
diseases.

The M e d i c a l T e s t i n g Program was a j o i n t e f f o r t de s igned to i d e n t i f y and examine p e o p l e
whose health may have been a f f e c t e d f rom having been exposed to asbestos in and near
Libby, MT. The program i s also evaluat ing par t i c ipant ' s current h e a l t h status.
ATSDR provided a p u b l i c comment period in March and A p r i l 2000 inviting the pub l i c to
provide comment on the medical t e s t i n g protocol to be used in the M e d i c a l T e s t i n g Program.
The medical t e s t i n g began in J u n e 2000 and las ted a p p r o x i m a t e l y 4 Vz months. The t e s t i n g
inc luded the f o l l o w i n g :

• A set of chest x-rays;
• A pulmonary f u n c t i o n te s t; and
• Questions about personal medical history.

P a r t i c i p a n t s w i l l be n o t i f i e d of the interview re su l t s , breathing t e s t , and ini t ial x-ray re su l t s
via l e t t er at the end of the p r o j e c t . The x-ray f i l m s are reviewed f i r s t by a local r a d i o l o g i s t
and then by three independent radiologic experts (not f rom Libby). A letter exp la ining the
x-ray result s w i l l be sent to each par t i c i pan t at their home address. The f i l m s and a copy of
the re su l t s l e t t e r w i l l be f orwarded to the doctor s p e c i f i e d by the p a r t i c i p a n t . If a p a r t i c i p a n t
is c onf irmed to have symptoms consistent with asbestos-related lung prob l ems , the
p a r t i c i p a n t wil l be re f erred to a phys i c ian (the p a r t i c i p a n t ' s personal phy s i c ian or another
q u a l i f i e d phy s i c i an). P a r t i c i p a n t s who have no current l u n g prob l ems or symptoms w i l l be
instructed to contact their personal phys i c ians if they d e v e l o p breathing p r o b l e m s in the
fu ture .
T h o s e e l i g i b l e for t e s t i n g i n c l u d e 1) former employee s o f W.R. G r a c e / Z o n o l i t e in the L i b b y
area and household members of former employee s , and 2) persons that are at least 18 years
old and l i v e d , worked, or at t ended school in Libby for at least 6 months prior to December
31, 1990.
C o m m u n i t y I n v o l v e m e n t A c t i v i t i e s
EPA has conducted the f o l l o w i n g community involvement ac t iv i t i e s:

• Conducted community interviews;
• F a c i l i t a t e d f o r m a t i o n o f Community A d v i s o r y G r o u p ( C A G ) ;

E s t a b l i s h e d L i b b y I n f o r m a t i o n Center;
Conduct ed p u b l i c mee t ings;

• S p o n s o r e d open houses;
Provided d irec t i n f o r m a t i o n a l m a i l i n g s ;
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• P u b l i s h e d weekly advert i s ements;
P u b l i s h e d i n f o r m a t i o n on the Interne t ; and

• Co-sponsored and co-planned a 3-day Conf e r enc e on A s b e s t o s and P u b l i c H e a l t h

A de s cr ip t ion of each of these activities f o l l o w s .
C o n d u c t e d C o m m u n i t y I n t e r v i e w s
EPA conducted approx ima t e ly 80 community interviews with re s ident s who had their homes
s a m p l e d and other L i b b y community members and leaders. The o b j e c t i v e of the interviews
was to f i n d out how the interviewee or their f a m i l y members may have been exposed to
asbestos and to assess community concerns about asbestos and f i n d out how to best keep the
p u b l i c informed.
F a c i l i t a t e d F o r m a t i o n o f C o m m u n i t y A d v i s o r y G r o u p
EPA f a c i l i t a t e d the f o rmat i on of a Community A d v i s o r y Group ( C A G ) . The CAG serves as
a p u b l i c f orum for representatives of diverse community interests to present and di scus s their
needs and concerns related to the Libby S i t e . The CAG is de s igned as a mechanism for all
a f f e c t e d and interested par t i e s in a community to have a choice and act ive ly p a r t i c i p a t e in the
decision-making process. A CAG allows EPA to exchange information with members of the
a f f e c t e d community and encourages CAG members to discuss site issues and ac t iv i t i e s
among themselves. The CAG also can provide a p u b l i c service to the rest of the a f f e c t e d
community by r epre s en t ing the community in d i s cu s s ions regarding the s i te and by re laying
i n f o r m a t i o n f r o m these di scus s ions back to the rest of the community.
The f i r s t CAG in format i on meet ing was he ld on January 20, 2000 at the Libby Ci ty Hall. A
CAG p l a n n i n g mee t ing was he ld on February 3, 2000. The CAG requested EPA to h e l p
them retain the services of a q u a l i f i e d f a c i l i t a t o r . Mr. Gerald M u e l l e r , a q u a l i f i e d f a c i l i t a t o r
chosen by a 5-person subcommittee of the newly formed C A G , was introduced at the
F e b r u a r y 3, 2000. During the p l a n n i n g meeting, the p u r p o s e of the C A G , the roles and
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s of the members, and the meeting procedures were e s t a b l i s h e d .
The CAG meetings are currently h e ld on the second and f o u r t h T h u r s d a y s of each month.
Community members continue to set the agendas and di scus s issues relevant to the
investigation and cleanup of asbestos in Libby as well as the community Medical T e s t i n g
Program. Summari e s of the meetings are po s t ed on the EPA web page at:
h t t p : / / w w w . e p a . g o v / r e g i o n 8 / s u p e r f u n d / i i b b v and on the C i t y of L i b b y web page at:
h t t p : / / v v w w . l i b b y m o n t a n a . c o m / p u b l i c . h t m l See A p p e n d i x A for a l i s t o f CAG members.
E s t a b l i s h e d L i b b y I n f o r m a t i o n Center
EPA o f f i c i a l l y e s t a b l i s h ed a local I n f o r m a t i o n Center in Libby, MT on December 16, 1999.
The Center was es tabli shed to provide the community with information about EPA's
s a m p l i n g and c lean-up ac t iv i t i e s and the po t ent ia l hea l th e f f e c t s f rom asbestos. The
I n f o r m a t i o n Center is s t a f f e d f u l l - t i m e by L i n d a Newstrom and is l o ca t ed at 501 Mineral
Avenue. The t e l e p h o n e number at the I n f o r m a t i o n Center is (406)293-6194 . The EPA
I n f o r m a t i o n Center in Libby can also be accessed on the Internet at:
h t t p : / / w w w . l i b b y m o n t a n a . c o m / p u b l i c . h t m l . The I n f o r m a t i o n Center hours are as f o l l o w s .

Monday 8:30 am-5:00 pm
T u e s d a y 8:30 am-5:00pm
W e d n e s d a y 8:30 am-5:00 pm
T h u r s d a y 8:30 am-5:00 pm
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F r i d a y 8:30 am-5:00 pm
•iATSDR shares the o f f i c e in Libby with EPA. T h e i r r e c ep t i on i s t can be reached at (406)

293-2728. !

C o n d u c t e d P u b l i c M e e t i n g s
EPA held the f o l l o w i n g f o u r p u b l i c meetings to date:

• December 1, 1999;
• March 22, 2000;
• February 2, 2000; and
• July 13, 2000.

All f our meet ings were he ld to d i s cus s s a m p l i n g re su l t s with the community. The meetings
were we l l -a t t ended and consisted of a pre s entat ion of EPA's ac t iv i t i e s , s a m p l i n g r e su l t s , and
fu ture p l a n s and also prov ided a question and answer per iod .
S p o n s o r e d Open H o u s e s
EPA h e l d an Open H o u s e on March 21 through March 23, 2000 at the EPA I n f o r m a t i o n
Center in Libby. During the Open Hous e , EPA s t a f f were avai lab l e to answer questions
regarding the s a m p l i n g a c t i v i t i e s in the Libby area.
Provided Direct I n f o r m a t i o n a l M a i l i n g s
EPA mailed approx imat e ly 3,800 postcards to Libby residents and businesses. The postcard
i n c l u d e d a business r e p l y pos t card that requested r e c i p i e n t s to return the card if they wanted
to be removed f r o m the m a i l i n g l i s t or needed to prov id e m a i l i n g name and addre s s
corrections.
EPA to date has al so mailed 2 in format i ona l fa c t sheets to area r e s id en t s and businesses. The
f i r s t f a c t sheet prov ided in f ormat i on about the asbestos s a m p l i n g ac t iv i t i e s being conducted
in the L i b b y , MT area. T h i s fac t sheet was mai l ed in February 2000 to a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3,800
addres se s . The second f a c t sheet prov id ed i n f o r m a t i o n on the asbestos s a m p l i n g result s .
T h i s f a c t sheet was mai l ed in March 2000 to a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3,600 addres s e s . Both f a c t
sheets are a v a i l a b l e in A d o b e Acrobat format on the Interne t at:
h t t p : / / w w w . e p a . g o v / r e g i o n 8 / s u p e r f u n d / l i b b y . They are also available in the EPA I n f o r m a t i o n
Center in Libby, MT.

P u b l i s h e d W e e k l y Quest ions and Answers
Beginning in February , 2000 EPA p l a c e d weekly f r e q u e n t l y asked Questions and Answers in
T h e Montanian, T h e Wes t e rn News , a n d t h e T o b a c c o V a l l e y News . T h e r e cognizab l e
format a l l ow s p e o p l e to e a s i l y f i n d and r e f e r to the pa id ads. T h e y o f f e r i n f o r m a t i o n on a
variety of s u b j e c t s such as s a m p l i n g , c l eanup , medi ca l t e s t i n g , Communi ty A d v i s o r y Group
Meet ing s etc.
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P u b l i s h e d I n f o r m a t i o n on th e I n t e r n e t
EPA p u b l i s h e s i n f o r m a t i o n on the S i t e on both the EPA web page and the city of L i b b y web
page. The addre s s e s for these web page s are as f o l l o w s :

h t t p : / / w w w . e p a . g o v / r e g i o n 8 / s u p e r f u n d / l i b b y ; and
• h t t p : / / w w w . l i b b y m o n t a n a . c o m / p u b l i c . h t m l .

•t
ICo-sponsored and co-p ianned a 3-day C o n f e r e n c e on Asbe s t o s and

P u b l i c H e a l t h
At the request of community members, EPA initiated the p lanning of a Conference on
A s b e s t o s and P u b l i c H e a l t h in Libby. The C o n f e r e n c e was f u n d e d p r i m a r i l y by EPA, but
p l a n n e d in c o n j u n c t i o n with many f e d e r a l , s tate, and local agencies and res idents of Libby.
It was he ld on S e p t e m b e r 21 - 23 in Libby, Montana at the VFW Community H a l l . The
C o n f e r e n c e i n c l u d e d pre s en ta t i ons by many authorities on heal th and environmental t o p i c s
related to asbestos. Between 50 and 100 area re s ident s attended at least a port ion of the
conference .

December 12, 2000 C o m m u n i t y I n v o l v e m e n t P l a n f or L i b b y , MT Site .
2-14



3.0C o m m u n i t y Background and Concerns
Page 1 of 24

T h i s sec t ion contains a d e s c r i p t i o n of the L i b b y , MT community loca t ed wi thin the L i b b y
S i t e and summarizes their m a j o r concerns regarding the a n t i c i p a t e d S u p e r f u n d removal
actions. S e c t i o n 3.1 contains a community p r o f i l e o f L i b b y , MT. S e c t i o n 3.5 de scribe s the
major community concerns, the interviewing process EPA employed to i d e n t i f y these
concerns, and a summary of the interview resul t s .

3 .1 L i b b y C o m m u n i t y P r o f i l e
T h i s section contains the f o l l o w i n g background informat ion for the Libby, MT community:

• Community hi s tory;
• P o p u l a t i o n and demographi c s ;
• Employment and income;
• T o u r i s m ;
• Educat ion;
• R e l i g i o u s in s t i tu t ions;
• Recreation; and
• Community organizations.

A br i e f d i s cu s s ion of each of these t o p i c s f o l l o w s .
C o m m u n i t y H i s t o r y

Libby, MT was s e t t l ed in the late 1800's by go ld miners and t r a p p e r s . The town of Libby
was b u i l t on the railroad right-of-way in 1892. The town was o r i g i n a l l y c a l l e d L i b b y Creek,
however the name was shortened to Libby in 1904. Libby was incorporated in 1909.
Libby was a t y p i c a l small western mining and timber town. A b u i l d i n g boom took p l a c e
between 1892 and 1894. The wood was s u p p l i e d by the timber indus try and other b u i l d i n g
mater ia l s came from two brick yards and a local marble quarry. By 1894, 16 b locks had been
laid out in the downtown area and lot s were being sold.
The advent of the r a i l r o a d s increased the demand for timber. Log drives carried the timber
f r o m around Libby down the K o o t e n a i River to m i l l s located downstream in Canada. T h e s e
annual log drives continued into the early 1900' s when the Montana l e g i s l a t u r e d e c i d e d that
Montana cut timber had to be m i l l e d in Montana. As a resul t of th i s l e g i s l a t i o n local m i l l s
began to prosper . In 1906, a large m i l l was bui l t in Libby. F o l l o w i n g a f i r e in 1910, J u l i u s
N e i l s , purchased t h e m i l l . T h e J . N e i l s Lumber Company ev en tua l ly became t h e larges t
s i n g l e operat ion in Montana ( L i b b y , 2000).
V e r m i c u l i t e was discovered in L i b b y in 1881 by go ld miners. In 1 9 1 3 , a vermicu l i t e
mountain, where the Libby mine is now l o c a t e d , was discovered (Grace , 2000). In 1919 ,
Edward A l l e y discovered the unique e x f o l i a t i n g or expans ion p r o p e r t i e s of v ermicu l i t e and
in the 1920' s the Z o n o l i t e Company formed and began mining vermicu l i t e . In 1963, W.R.
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Grace & Co. bought the Z o n o l i t e min ing operations. The Mine c losed in 1990. At its peak,
vermicul i t e p r o d u c t i o n reached more than 200,000 tons annual ly (Grace, 2000).•(
In 1951 , Congres s authorized the construct ion of Libby Dam. The C o l u m b i a River Trea ty
between Canada and the Uni t ed S t a t e s was signed in 1961 and r a t i f i e d in 1964. T h i s treaty
prov id ed for construction of three storage dams in the Canadian Co lumb ia River Basin and
al lowed the U n i t e d S t a t e s to construct L i b b y Dam. Construct ion began in 1966 and was
c o m p l e t e d in 1972. The Libby Dam was bui l t to prov ide f l o o d pro t e c t i on for the Kootenai
and lower Co lumb ia Rivers, as well as to provide an a d d i t i o n a l source of hydroe l e c t r i c
power. Prior to construction of Libby Dam, f l o o d i n g along the Kootenai River in Montana,
I d a h o , and British Columbia was a common S p r i n g occurrence. A total of $522 m i l l i o n in
f l o o d damages were caused by the Koot ena i River f r o m 1948 through 1961 ( A C E , 1996).
A p p r o x i m a t e l y 76 percent of the land around Libby is p u b l i c and is part of the Kootenai
N a t i o n a l F o r e s t ( L i b b y ) . There are two m a j o r private landowners Plum Creek T i m b e r and
Burlington Northern own approx imate ly 14 percent. The rest of the private land is
i n d i v i d u a l l y owned (Libby).

P o p u l a t i o n and D e m o g r a p h i c s
A c c o r d i n g to the 1990 US Census, L i n c o l n County has a total p o p u l a t i o n of a p p r o x i m a t e l y
18,700. The major communities in Linco ln County are Eureka, Fortine, Libby, Rexford,
T r e g o , and Troy. Libby is the County seat and is by far the largest community in the County.
The 1990 US Census counted 2,800 re s ident s r e s i d ing within the city l i m i t s and another
11,000 l i v i n g within a 4 mile radius of the town for a total p o p u l a t i o n of 13,800.
A c c o r d i n g to the US Census Equal Employment Oppor tun i ty File, ethnic minorit ie s make up
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3 percent of the L i n c o l n County p o p u l a t i o n . The largest ethnic minority
p o p u l a t i o n is N a t i v e American at 1.6 percent. Other ethnic minorit ie s l i v i n g in the L i n c o l n
County are reported to A f r i c a n American, Asian or P a c i f i c I s l a n d e r , H i s p a n i c , or other.
The 1990 US Census l i s t s the median age in L i n c o l n County as 35.3 years. J u s t over 12
percent of the County p o p u l a t i o n is over 65 years of age. School age children, age 5-17,
compri s e 23 percent of the L i n c o l n County p o p u l a t i o n . A d u l t s ages 18 to 64 sometimes
c a l l e d the working age p o p u l a t i o n comprise 58 percent of the L i n c o l n County p o p u l a t i o n .
L i n c o l n County witnessed a s i g n i f i c a n t d e c l in e in p o p u l a t i o n in the early 1980s f o l l o w i n g the
c o m p l e t i o n of the Libby Dam p r o j e c t on the K o o t e n a i River. A l t h o u g h the timber and
mineral extractive industrie s d e c l i n e d by some 40 to 65 percent, the area's p o p u l a t i o n grew
by 7.1 percent in the last 8 years. P o p u l a t i o n expansions are pr ed i c t ed to have a 1 to 2
percent growth rate through the year 2002 (EDC, 2000). In 1998, the birth rate in L i n c o l n
County was l e s s than 1 percent with 113 recorded births out of a p o p u l a t i o n of 18,700
(MDPHHS). The marriage rate in the same year was 8.2 per 1,000 p o p u l a t i o n (MDPHHS).

E m p l o y m e n t and I n c o m e
T h i s section contains employment and income i n f o r m a t i o n for L i n c o l n County. Linco ln
County, Montana, ha s a 24-year history o f annual d o u b l e - d i g i t employment. It ' s
economy is based on natural resource extraction, government employment,
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manufac turing and heal th care services. T a b l e 3-1 l i s t s the percentage of employed
re s ident s in 1998 by occupational category for Linco ln County and Montana state-wide.
T a b l e 3-1: L i n c o l n C o u n t y E m p l o y m e n t b y O c c u p a t i o n a l C a t e g o r y

E m p l o y m e n t Occupat ion Category
. . . - " \ . ' ' . - ' . I • • " - - , . ; • • : • • . ' .A g r i c u l t u r e , Fore s try, F i s h i n g i - ;

M i n i n g ' • • - • ' : - ' ' - . • ' ' ; : - J . - ; ; J . i " ' - • •
^Construction . . : . . . ;..X • - " ; , ; , ' . : M T \ ; : • ; / . : ' '
^Manufac tur ing: : ;• - ' • • v . - . f:'..;. • : ' ^ ~ : ! ' ' . : . ' . : • • , - • • .••••n---. . ' • • ' • » • ; ' . ; • ; " - . ; . • , ' :

- ' ""• . - - . - . ' - : - ' "• . ' . "" • • : : . ' . ' '• . •• "„:•••: ' •"••' ,• . : :>v-T!i^at i spprta| iQn, C o r r i m u n i c a t i o i ^ t n d l t H i l i t i e s £
W h o l e s a l e J r a d e ^ :
RetaiKrade -'-^-. • ^ ^ • s ' - ? y > • . ; : ; ? • " : - •
F i n a n c e , I n s u r a n c e , a n d Real Estate ; ,

{ S e r v i c e s ' ' " ' ' . : . - • • ' ; : ' • ; ; . - . . . ' : • . ' ' ' •
Government ; , . : ; , _ . • ' • : . ^ ; , ; . ' . . ' , ; , . • ; ; ; .........

Linco ln
C o u n t y

(%>
1.63
0.28
3.45

19.17
2.92
1.23

19.19
3.47

21.12
27.44

Montana
(%) ; |

80.49
1.42
5.18
6.64
5.11
5.15

22.32
4.62

28.86
19.34

Source: Montana Department of Labor & I n d u s t r y , O f f i c e of Research & A n a l y s i s .

Recent Department of Labor s ta t i s t i c s shows an annual unemployment rate of 13.1 percent.
The continued dec l ine within the timber industry has resulted in a re la t ive ly large number of
s k i l l e d underemployed persons l i v i n g in the county. W i t h the high annual unemployment
rate for the pas t 25 years, ranging f rom 11 to 18 percent , L i n c o l n County is d e s ignat ed a
labor surp lu s area. S k i l l e d wage rates in L i n c o l n County (as well as in Montana as a w h o l e )
are among the lowest in the U n i t e d S t a t e s (EDC, 2000).
The top ten L i n c o l n County major employer s in 1999 are l i s t e d in T a b l e 3.2
T a b l e 3-2: T o p T e n L i n c o l n C o u n t y E m p l o y e r s i n 1999

N a m e o f E m p l o y e r
S t i m s o n Lumber Company
Koot ena i N a t i o n a l F o r e s t
Libby P u b l i c S c h o o l Di s t r i c t
S t . J o h n ' s Lutheran H o s p i t a l

N u m b e r of E m p l o y e e s
340
276
203
182
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N a m e o f E m p l o y e r
L i n c o l n County Government
Owens & Hurst Lumber
Ksanka Plum Creek T i m b e r
Eureka P u b l i c S c h o o l District
L i b b y Care Center
R o s a u e r ' s F o o d & Drug

N u m b e r of E m p l o y e e s
135
120
118
113
92
91

Source: EDC, 2000

A c c o r d i n g to the US Department of Commerce the 1999 per cap i ta personal income in
L i n c o l n County was $14,190 or 56 percent of the national average. T h i s compares to a 1999
per c a p i t a personal income for the state of Montana of $19,660 or 78 percent of the national
average. The 1990 US Census pu t s approx ima t e ly 14.1 percent of the Linco ln County
p o p u l a t i o n below the poverty level .
The to tal number of hou s eho ld s in L i n c o l n County estimated by the 1990 US Census is
6,735. The median home value is $47,900 and the median month ly rent is $280 (EDC,
2000).

T o u r i s m
L i n c o l n County is located between two of the f a s t e s t growing tourism regions of the P a c i f i c
N o r t h w e s t , the F l a t h e a d V a l l e y of Montana ( W h i t e f i s h and K a l i s p e l l ) and the Elk and
C o l u m b i a V a l l e y s of Briti sh Colombia . It i s within easy driving d i s tance of major
p o p u l a t i o n centers such as S p o k a n e , C a l g a r y and Mis sou la . N e v e r t h e l e s s tourism
deve l opment to date has been restrained, r e f l e c t i n g the region's dependence on natural
resource industries (EDC). The tourism development strategy for the region cal l s on
d e v e l o p m e n t of a number of new tourism markets, i n c l u d i n g at tract ing high scale European
vi s i tor s arriving through the Calgary and Vancouver gateways, d ev e l opment of the g o l f i n g
market or ig ina t ing in Wash ing ton S t a t e , Montana and Calgary, as well as p l a c i n g more
emphas i s on the adventure tourism market (EDC).
At the moment the m a j o r i t y of tourism accommodation is located in the towns of Libby and
Eureka (many mot e l s and RV park s) with a number of tourist l o d g e s and bed and breakfast in
the Eureka, T r e g o and Yaak River areas. As the present tourist strategy evolves there w i l l be
a d e f i n i t e need for the construction of a number of three and f o u r star ho t e l s and l odge s to
cater to the expected new European and g o l f i n g markets (EDC). The L i n c o l n County
Economic Deve l opment Counc i l is currently ac t ive ly seeking tourism sector investors
intere s ted in i n v e s t i g a t i n g this market.
T h e r e are 3 chambers of commerce in L i n c o l n County. The Tobac co V a l l e y Board of
Commerce is l o ca t ed in Eureka. The L i b b y Area Chamber located in Libby and the Troy
Chamber loca t ed in Troy.

December 12, 2000 C o m m u n i t y I n v o l v e m e n t P l a n f o r L i b b y , M T S i t e .
3-4



3.0C o m m u n i t y Background and Concerns
Page 5 of 24

E d u c a t i o n *
The L i b b y P u b l i c S c h o o l Dis tr i c t operate s three elementary school s , one m i d d l e school and
one h igh school. The 1999 Libby P u b l i c S c h o o l enro l lment was 1,940 s tudents (EDC, 2000).
In 1999, there were 2 parochial s chool s in Libby that e n r o l l e d a p p r o x i m a t e l y 63 c h i l d r e n
(EDC, 2000). T h e r e is a l so one private and one p u b l i c p r e s c h o o l / d a y c a r e located in Libby
(EDC, 2000).
Advanced educational services are del ivered through the L i n c o l n County Campus of
F l a t h e a d V a l l e y Community C o l l e g e located in downtown Libby. Assoc ia t e s degrees in
business, science and human services are available. The campus also serves as an outreach
site for Great Falls Univers i ty. Bachelor level and advanced degrees are ava i lab l e for
p r o f e s s i o n a l s (EDC, 2000). A c c o r d i n g to the L i n c o l n County Economic Deve lopment
Council, approx imate ly 16.7 percent of Lincoln County residents over the age of 25 have
A s s o c i a t e s degrees or better.
The Linco ln County Campus o f F l a t h e a d V a l l e y Community C o l l e g e serves a F u l l - T i m e -
Equivalent p o p u l a t i o n of 100 s tudents and has a total enrol lment of 280 s tudents . LCC also
p r o v i d e s adul t education, p r o f e s s i o n a l cont inuing educat ion and community education
services. The main campus of F l a t h e a d V a l l e y Community C o l l e g e i s located in K a l i s p e l l ,
Montana (EDC, 2000).
The larges t four-year state c o l l e g e is the Univer s i ty of Montana located in M i s s o u l a , 200
mil e s south o f Libby Other educational services in c lude t h e Libby J o b S e r v i c e ' s J o b T r a i n i n g
Partnership Act to provide vocational training for di s located workers (EDC, 2000).
There are 3 p u b l i c l ibrarie s in L i n c o l n County. The L i n c o l n County Pub l i c Library is located
at 220 Wes t 6th Stree t in Libby. Ther e are also p u b l i c l i brar i e s in Eureka and Troy. The
Eureka Branch Library is located at 318 Dewey Avenue and the T r o y Branch Library is
located at 3 r d and K a l i s p e l l .

R e l i g i o u s I n s t i t u t i o n s
The Libby T r o y area has many r e l ig i ou s in s t i t u t i on s serving area res idents .

Libby Church o f Christ Church o f J e s u s Christ-LDS St. Luke' s Epi scopal
2129 S o u t h H i g h w a y 2 2056 H i g h w a y 2 S o u t h Church
293-7173 293-4757 109 Wes t P o p l a r

293-5221
Libby Church of God
1007 Utah A v e . S t . J o h n ' s Lutheran Church Anchor B a p t i s t Church
293-6916 1017 Montana Ave. Venture Motor Inn

293-4024 293-8193
L i b b y Seventh Day
A d v e n t i s t S t . J o s e p h ' s C a t h o l i c Chri s t Lutheran Church
88 A i r f i e l d Road Church 200 West Larch St.
1 m i l e north on H i g h w a y 37 719 Utah Ave. 293-3705
293-4829 293-4322
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C h r i s t i a n Church
402 E. 3 r d.
293-3747 j

1Church of Chris t
Highway 37
293-6932
Church of the Nazarene
662 East Hors e shoe Dr.
2 9 3 - 4 3 9 7 / 2 9 3 - 3 1 6 6
F a i t h Bib l e Church
239 Education Way
293-7441
F i r s t B a p t i s t Church
Farm to Market Rd
40 Granny Garden Rd.
293-3632

F i r s t Presbyterian Church
101 Mahoney Rd.
293-7573 / 293-6044
F i r s t U n i t e d M e t h o d i s t
Church
713 Main Ave.
293-4522

Libby Baptis t Church
105 E. Cedar St.
293-6556
Libby A s s e m b l y of God
1108 Utah Ave.
293-8331

Recreation
L i n c o l n County is a major recreation area. Year round activities inc lude:
Summer - camping, b lue ribbon f i s h i n g , hiking, h ik ing , rock c l i m b i n g , berry p i ck ing , r a f t i n g ,
swimming, boat ing, f o u r whee l ing.
W i n t e r - a l p i n e and X - C o u n t r y ski ing, snowmobi l ing, snow shoeing, ice f i s h i n g , s l e i g h
r id ing .
L i b b y Dam and Lake Koocanusa recreational areas are 20 minutes from Libby on H i g h w a y
37 North . Lake Koocanusa is a man made lake 90 miles long extending across the border
into Canada. One can e n j o y the scenery f r o m the top of the dam. The vis i tor center has
p i c n i c t a b l e s and modern f a c i l i t i e s .
For those wi shing to spend a few days on the lake, numerous campgrounds with p i c n i c k i n g ,
swimming camping and recreation vehic le f a c i l i t i e s surround the lake. A private marina with
cabin rental s , restaurant and lounge is also available. Several boat launching f a c i l i t i e s enable
boaters and f i shermen to en joy the water.
W i l d l i f e viewing a long H i g h w a y 37 f rom Libby i s p opu lar . The H i g h w a y o f f e r s a 100 mile-
l o n g b i cyc l e tour with many scenic turnouts.
A country club and ski resort also serve the Libby and Troy area.
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C o m m u n i t y O r g a n i z a t i o n s
There are many active community organizat ion located in or near Libby. T h e s e
organizat ions i n c l u d e : ;

• American Diabetes Assoc ia t ion;
• American Cancer S o c i e t y ;
• American Leg ion;
• American Red Cross;
• A r t h r i t i s F o u n d a t i o n ;

Boy Scout s;
• Community A d v i s o r y G r o u p ;
• Elks;
• Eureka Area Chamber of Commerce;
• Gir l S c o u t s ;

H a b i t a t f o r H u m a n i t y ;
• K i w a n i s ;
• Kootenai Volunteers in S u p p o r t of H o s p i c e ;

L i b b y Area Chamber of Commerce;
• Linco ln County Asbe s t o s V i c t i m s R e l i e f Organizat ion;

L i n c o l n County Council on A g e i n g ;
• Linco ln County C r i m e s t o p p e r s ;
• Linco ln County Economic Development Council;

L i n c o l n County F a m i l y P l a n n i n g ;
• L i n c o l n County F o s t e r Parents Assoc ia t i on;
• Linco ln County H e l p Line;
• L i o n s ;

Literacy V o l u n t e e r s of America;
Masons:

• Pregnancy Care Center;
• Recovery N o r t h w e s t ;
• Rotary C l u b ;

S h r i n e r s ;
S u n b u r s t Communi ty Serv i c e F o u n d a t i o n ;
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• T r o y B u s i n e s s m e n ' s A s s o c i a t i o n ;
• V F W # 1548; a n d

W o m e n ' s C l u b
• T h e W o m e n ' s F o u n d a t i o n o f Montana.

Contac t s for each organization are l i s t e d at the end of the o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s d e s c r ip t i on .
A m e r i c a n Diabete s A s s o c i a t i o n
The American Diabetes A s s o c i a t i o n , Montana Affil iate i s part of a nation-wide non-pro f i t
voluntary h e a l t h organization serving diabet ic s and their f a m i l i e s through research, education
and community services. The Libby Diabetic suppor t group is one of 12 in the state that
o f f e r s local guidance to p e o p l e with diabetes . For more in f ormat i on call 1-800-232-6668.
A m e r i c a n Cancer S o c i e t y
T h r o u g h the American Cancer S o c i e t y service program, endeavors to serve as many pat i ent s
as po s s i b l e . The program has two cash grants available for the med i ca l ly indigetn cancer
pa t i en t : one for t ran spor ta t i on and one for p r e s c r i p t i o n drugs. For more in format i on cal l
293-6228.
A m e r i c a n L e g i o n
The L i b b y chapt er of the American Legion is one of two Legion s in Linco ln County and has
a membership of a p p r o x i m a t e l y 250 p e o p l e . The group sponsors civic educational a c t i v i t i e s
for Libby youth and engages in many civic services and ac t iv i t i e s i n c l u d i n g the Honor Guard
for funera l s , the White Cross Program for highway f a t a l i t i e s , and transportation of
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 700 veterans per year to a S p o k a n e , W a s h i n g t o n , medical center. M e e t i n g s
are at the Amercian Legion every 2nd W e d n e s d a y . Don Auger - 293-3822 or 293-6836.
A m e r i c a n Red Cross
The mission of the Northwe s t Chap t er is to provide r e l i e f to victims of d i sa s t er s and h e l p
p e o p l e prevent, prepare for and respond to emergencies. Over 850 L i n c o l n County ci t izens
used the services in 1999. S e r v i c e s in c lude C P R / F i r s t Aid courses, Armed Force s
Emergency Serv i c e s , blood donations and s ing l e f a m i l y di sas ters . F i v e p e o p l e f rom Linco ln
County currently serve on the Board of Directors. For more in f ormat i on call 752-6433.
A r t h r i t i s F o u n d a t i o n
The A r t h r i t i s F o u n d a t i o n was formed over 36 years ago to solve the many p r o b l e m s f a c e d by
both ar thr i t i s s u f f e r e r s and the p r o f e s s i o n a l s who h e l p them It s u p p o r t s better medical care
and services for the p e o p l e who have arthri t i s . It seeks causes and the cure or prevent ion of
the various diseases.
Boy S c o u t s
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The various Boy S c o u t s , Cub S c o u t s and T i g e r S c o u t s units in the Libby, Troy. Eureka areas
p a r t i c i p a t e in a variety of a c t i v i t i e s , i n c l u d i n g Scout-o-rama, p ine wood derby, campout s and
a yearly campout exchange with t h e ' C a n a d i a n s . Boy S c o u t s aims to h e l p boys become
ci t izens o f f i n e character. F r a n k V o t b p k a - 293-6211.
C o m m u n i t y A d v i s o r y G r o u p
The Communi ty A d v i s o r y G r o u p (CAG) serves as a p u b l i c f o rum for repre s entat ive s o f
diverse community interests to present and discuss their needs and concerns related to the
Libby asbestos inve s t iga t i on and c l eanup. The CAG is de s igned as a mechanism for all
a f f e c t e d and interes ted par t i e s in a community to a c t iv e ly p a r t i c i p a t e in EPA's decision-
making process. Summaries of the meet ings are p o s t e d on the EPA web page at:
h t t p : / / w w w . e p a . g o v / r e g i o n 8 / s u p e r f u n d / l i b b v / and on the City of Libby web page at:
h t t p : / / w w w . l i b b y m o n t a n a . c o m / p u b l i c . h t m l . M e e t i n g s are on the second and f o u r t h
T h u r s d a y s of each month f r o m 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. F a c i l i t a t o r - G e r a l d M u e l l e r - 543-0026.
E l k s
The Libby Elk s C l u b has a membership of a p p r o s i m a t e l y 200. The C l u b is a community
service organization. The principal focus is on provid ing educational s cholarships for
graduat ing high school seniors. Other civic activit ies inc lude spon sor ing youth ac t iv i t i e s ,
f u n d r a i s i n g and ac t iv i t i e s to b e n e f i t veterans l i v i n g in veterans' homes. M e e t i n g s are on the
second and f o u r t h T u e s d a y s of each month at 7:30 p.m. in the Elks Lodge . Dr. Don Cox -
293-8736.
Eureka Area Chamber of Commerce
The Eureka Area Chamber of Commerce is d ed i ca t ed to pre s erv ing and enhancing the
economic v i a b i l i t y of Eureka and the surrounding area. The Chamber s p e n d s time educat ing
members to the b e n e f i t s of s h o p p i n g l o c a l l y and s u p p o r t i n g local businesses. The town is in
the process of p r i n t i n g its own money, "Eureka Bucks," that has the same value as the d o l l a r ,
but can only be used l o c a l l y . The Chamber meets on the 3rd F r i d a y of each month at 7:00
a.m. at C a f e J a c k s . Jay Y o s t , President 296-2223
G i r l S c o u t s
Girl S c o u t i n g p r o v i d e s f u n , education and o p p o r t u n i t y for every g i r l , th i s is a value based
program, e m p h a s i z i n g honesty, f a i r n e s s and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y through a wide range of a c t iv i t i e s
in the our-of-doors, the arts, science and the home. Each troop contributes to the community
with service p r o j e c t s . Gir l S c o u t i n g i s for g i r l s in k indergarten through 12 t h Grade. For more
i n f o r m a t i o n ca l l 293-5479.
H a b i t a t f o r H u m a n i t y
T h e L i b b y a f f i l i a t e o f H a b i t a t f o r H u m a n i t y I n t e r n a t i o n a l i s d e d i c a t e d t o b u i l d i n g s i m p l e ,
a f f o r d a b l e hous ing for p e o p l e who would not be able to have their own home. Once the home
is b u i l t the new owners pay H a b i t a t for the home wi th an interest f r e e loan. Community
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volunteer s p a r t i c i p a t e in f u n d raising ac t iv i t i e s . During the summer, many volunteers f rom
churches and other organizations, as wel l as f rom ou t s ide the area, h e l p to bu i ld the homes.
The Libby a f f i l i a t e bu i l t f o u r homes in the L i b b y - T r o y area, and p l a n s to b u i l d one home
every other year. A 15 person Board of Directors handle s most business. The Board of
Directors meets once a month on the f i r s t Monday and alternates between the Lutheran
Church in L i b b y and the M e t h o d i s t Church in Troy. Jim S h a d l e - 293-6616
K i w a n i s
The K i w a n i s C l u b is a community social services organization which f o c u s e s on ch i ldren.
The club p a r t i c i p a t e s in ac t iv i t i e s f r o m parent ing support for new mothers to c lo the s drives
for community members in need. The group is involved in educational ac t iv i t i e s in c lud ing
spor t s events, suppor t to local s chool s and s p o n s o r s h i p of high school s tudents in various
community organizations to h e l p i n s t i l l the wi l l to h e l p others. There are 15-16 members in
the C l u b . It meets on T u e s d a y s at 12:00 in the Venture Inn. Pres ident - Donna Hall 7634.
K o o t e n a i V o l u n t e e r s i n S u p p o r t o f H o s p i c e
Kootenai Volunteers in S u p p o r t of H o s p i c e provides sick room s u p p l i e s such as wheelchairs,
bath aides, and beds to the ill community al large. F u n d s f rom donations are used to
purchase s u p p l i e s . For more in format ion call 293-0180.
L i b b y Area Chamber of Commerce
The Libby Area chamber of Commerce is an organization of Businesses and i n d i v i d u a l s
whose miss ion is to e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y promote economic and community deve lopment through
a p o s i t i v e a t t i tude which f o s t e r s , growth, and an improved business c l imate for the greater
L i b b y area. Chamber Luncheons are the second W e d n e s d a y of every month (restaurant
rotates each month) - a l though thi s may change in 2001 - check with Pre s id en t , Tim S t e e l e ,
in February. For more in f ormat i on call 293-4167.
L i n c o l n C o u n t y Asbes to s V i c t i m s R e l i e f Organ iza t i on
The LC AVRO was i n i t i a l l y formed for the purpose of di s seminating information and
p o s s i b l y f i n d i n g medical as s i s tance f o r p e o p l e who were diagnosed bu t c ou ldn ' t a f f o r d
immed ia t e expenses for hea l th care such as travel and emergency medication. The f o c u s has
since changed a l i t t l e since more in format i on became ava i lab l e , medical screening began and
the W.R. Grace medical program came into existence. The organization can be an advocate
for any victim who wishes to be represented. Member sh ip is l i m i t e d to o f f i c e r s and board of
d i r e c t o r members. In the f u t u r e , as the s i tuation changes, the group has di scus sed the
p o s s i b i l i t y of becoming a f u l l time in f ormat i on center to r ep lac e the EPA I n f o r m a t i o n Center.
Gayla B e n e f i e l d - 293-5535.
L i n c o l n C o u n t y C o u n c i l o n A g e i n g
L i n c o l n County C o u n c i l on A g e i n g is an umbre l la agency for S e n i o r Centers in Libby, T r o y

C o u n c i l is a c o o r d i n a t i n g body to ensure that i n f o r m a t i o n that is relevant to
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senior c i t izens is d i s t r i b u t e d to all three centers in L i n c o l n County. The Counci l also serves
as an advocate for intere s t s that are of importance to seniors in the area. The Counci l meets
quarterly ro ta t ing between the three centers. M e e t i n g s are h e ld on the 1 s t Mondays of March,
J u n e and December and on the second Monday of S e p t e m b e r . W i l b u r W i l s o n - 293-3889
L i n c o l n C o u n t y C r i m e s t o p p e r s
C r i m e s t o p p e r s o f f i c i a l l y organized on the local level in 1981 fo the p u r p o s e of p r o v i d i n g
rewards not normally avai lable to those p e o p l e who whish to remain anonymous in giving
i n f o r m a t i o n that would lead to the arrest and arraignment of those persons r e s p o n s i b l e for
any serious crime or big game violat ion. C r i m e s t o p p e r s o f f e r s up to $1,000 reward for such
in format i on . C a l l 2 9 3 - S T O P .
L i n c o l n C o u n t y Economic D e v e l o p m e n t C o u n c i l
The Lincoln County EDC was created in 1987 to create j o b s , d i v e r s i f y the economy of
L i n c o l n County and e conomical ly better the l ives o f the c o u n t y ' s re s idents . The L i n c o l n
County Economic Development Council strives to create an awareness of economic concerns
and s trategie s by conduct ing community assessments, surveys, meet ings , and p r o j e c t s . The
EDC was recently awarded the contract to administer the operations of the Libby Area
Development Company, the entity e s t a b l i s h e d to make recommendations for the $8.5 senate
a l l o c a t i o n recent ly awarded to the Ci ty of Libby. The EDC is a non-pro f i t corporation with
an o f f i c e located at 905 W. 9 th - U.S H i g h w a y 2. M o n t h l y mee t ings take p l a c e in Libby. Bob
T u n i s - 293-8406.

L i n c o l n C o u n t y F a m i l y P l a n n i n g
F a m i l y P l a n n i n g i s a preventative heal th e f f o r t which o f f e r s f a m i l i e s in L i n c o l n needed
m e d i c a l , educa t ional , and counse l ing services on a s l i d i n g fee scale. Primary goal s of the
cl inic include the prevention of teen pregnancy, the prevention of breast and cervical cancer,
and the prevention of treatment of p o t e n t i a l l y l i f e threa t ening condi t i ons associated with
reproduc t ive heal th. The o f f i c e is located at 421 Montana Ave. in Libby, with a s a t e l l i t e
c l i n i c in Eureka. For more in format i on call 293-6291.
L i n c o l n C o u n t y F o s t e r Parents A s s o c i a t i o n
The Department of F a m i l y services p l a c e s many c h i l d r e n in temporary "safe" homes for
various reasons. F o s t e r parents use every p o s s i b l e resource to provide the best environment
while these ch i ldren are in their care. Money donated is used to maintain an emergency
c l o t h i n g f u n d , prov ide f or needs o f th e ch i ldren , hold t ra in ing workshops f or f o s t e r parents
and to e s t ab l i s h a s c h o l a r s h i p f u n d for f o s t e r c h i l d r e n . For more in f ormat i on call 293-3519.
L i n c o l n C o u n t y H e l p L i n e
The L i n c o l n County H e l p Line contributes to the general we l fare of the residents of L i n c o l n
C o u n t y by d e a l i n g with the p r o b l e m s associated with sexual as sault and domes t i c v i o l e n c e .
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The Help L i n e p r o v i d e s immediat e , e m p a t h e t i c assistance and s a f e she l t er to p e o p l e in crisis
s i t ua t i on s . T h e y o f f e r a 24 hour crisis l ine and make r e f e r r a l s to community agencies and
services for as s i s tance with indiv idual ' s emot ional , p h y s i c a l , social and legal needs. Trained
volunteers s t a f f the crisis line. For more in f o rmat i on call 293-3223.
L i o n s
The L i b b y Lions C l u b has a membership of a p p r o x i m a t e l y 20 p e o p l e . The p r i n c i p a l ac t iv i ty
of the C l u b is assistance and care for the sight impaired. Another activity which the Club
sponsors is a banquet for high achievers at the Libby H i g h school. Meet ings are on the
second and f o u r t h Mondays of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Venture Inn. Bob H e n s l e r -
293-4838.
L i t e r a c y V o l u n t e e r s o f America
Literacy V o l u n t e e r s of America promotes increased adul t literacy in Linco ln County through
volunteer t eaching of, and aid to the i l l i t e r a t e and semi-literate. All workers are volunteers.
T h e r e is no cost to the learner. For more i n f o r m a t i o n call 293-2534.
Masons
The Masons has a membership of a p p r o x i m a t e l y 100. The Blue L o d g e s u p p o r t s f o o d drives
such as g e t t ing f o o d to needy f a m i l i e s around T h a n k s g i v i n g . T h e y also engage in other f u n d -
ra i s ing ac t ivi t i e s . The S c o t t i s h Right f o cu s e s on ch i ldr en with language disorders. Members
sponsor c h i l d r e n , h e l p i n g them to get care at the a p p r o p r i a t e f a c i l i t i e s . M e e t i n g s are on the
second and f o u r t h T h u r s d a y s of each month at 8:00 p.m. at 1218 Utah Ave. H.E. ( G e n e )
T h o m p s o n - 293-4769
P r e g n a n c y Care Center
The Pregnancy Care Center is a l o c a l l y organized and f u n d e d ministry ded i ca t ed to p r o v i d i n g
care and prac t i ca l h e l p to g i r l s and women during pregnancy. The Center o f f e r s pregnancy
te s t ing, i n f o r m a t i o n and guidance in related areas. C l o t h i n g and furni ture are also ava i lab l e .
All services prov ided are f r e e of charge. The o f f i c e is located at 113 West 10th Ave.
Couns e l o r s are a v a i l a b l e 24 hours a day. For more in f ormat i on cal l 293-9435
Recovery N o r t h w e s t
Recovery N o r t h w e s t has been h e l p i n g p e o p l e in L i n c o l n County with drug and alcohol
p r o b l e m s for 23 years, with a wide range of programs such as Prevention / Interven t i on ,
Educat ion, Asse s sment s , Evaluat ions for ado l e s c en t s and adu l t s . Minor in Posse s s ion and
ACT / DUI classes are also provided. We assess each i n d i v i d u a l s ' s needs and advise
p l a c e m e n t for o u t p a t i e n t , intensive o u t p a t i e n t , or inpat i en t services. The treatment
p h i l o s o p h y invo lve s 6 areas in the recovery growth process. T h e y are emotional , s p i r i t u a l ,
s o c i a l , p h y s i c a l , mental and v o l i t i o n a l . F a m i l y p a r t i c i p a t i o n i s encouraged even if the
chemical d e p e n d e n t members choose not to enter treatment. Each person is involved in
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i n d i v i d u a l , group, and f a m i l y t h e r a p y for short or l o n g terra. Other services prov ided are
educational seminars, and p u b l i c sp eak ing for prevention. For more i n f o r m a t i o n ca l l
293-7731.
Rotary C l u b
The Rotary is a community service organization. It's f o c u s i s on youth but i t also concerns
i t s e l f with other community needs and ac t iv i t i e s such as the F o o d Bank. The group f o s t e r s an
environment of service and h o l d s to h igh ethical s tandards in business. It engages in
act ivi t i e s to promote international under s tand ing and good wi l l . For example , its e f f o r t s in
the campaign to exterminate p o l i o are noteworthy. Mick S h e a - 293-7751.
S h r i n e r s
The Shriners have a membership of about 60. Shriners main f o c u s is on mob i l i ty impaired
ch i ldren and chi ldren with severe burns or a f t e r e f f e c t s of burns. T h e y sponsor ch i ldr en ,
h e l p i n g to transport them to Shriners h o s p i t a l s for care. M e e t i n g s are on the f i r s t T h u r s d a y
of each month at 7:00 p.m. at the MK Steakhouse. Jim Ramirez - 293-8888.
Sunbur s t C o m m u n i t y Service F o u n d a t i o n
A community based, n o n - p r o f i t organization, Sunburst Community Service Foundat ion' s
mission is to promote c u l t u r a l , educational and f a m i l y services in N o r t h Linco ln County.
Service s prov ided by Sunburst inc lude Shake sp ear e in the Paark, Arts Eureka, Tobac co
V a l l e y F a m i l i e s in Partnership, adult educational classes, mentorship, the p er formaing art
series and R a i l s and T r a i l s . For more in format ion cal l 296-3435.
VFW #1548
The VFW #1548 is a non-prof i t service organization dedicated to serving veterans of Lincoln
County. A c t i v i t i e s i n c l u d e h e l p i n g veterans and their f a m i l i e s to secure f i n a n c i a l b e n e f i t s
such as p en s i on s and Veterans A d m i n i s t r a t i o n b e n e f i t s for d i s a b i l i t y . Veterans can receive
medical ass i s tance f r o m the V.A. h o s p i t a l or through the mobi le c l i n i c f r o m S p o k a n e in the
c l in i c rooms of the VFW community h a l l . The organization prov ide s services to the larger
community as well as to veterans. The community hall provides a conference f a c i l i t y to area
groups at no charge. The ha l l has been used as a p o l l i n g p l a c e , by the Red Cross for b lood
ban k ac t iv i t i e s , and by church groups. M e e t i n g s are on the 1st and 3rd W e d n e s d a y s of each
month at 8:00 in the VFW Community Hall. Hal C o l e - 293-7316
W o m e n ' s C l u b
The W o m e n ' s C l u b became active service organization in Libby in 1925. It was the lead
organizat ion in s tar t ing the f i r s t L i b b y l i brary and the f i r s t p u b l i c swimming pool in Libby.
The C l u b primary f o c u s i s on s p o n s o r i n g youth through s c h o l a r s h i p s , s u p p o r t for spor t s
a c t i v i t i e s and p r o m o t i n g educa t i ona l experiences. The C l u b a l s o s u p p o r t s veterans through
various a c t iv i t i e s . One of the b igge s t p r o j e c t s i s Operat ion S m i l e , through which the club
c o l l e c t s money to h e l p c h i l d r e n with congeni ta l birth d e f e c t s . M e m b e r s h i p is about 30
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p e o p l e . The group meets once a month f rom S e p t e m b e r through May on the 1 s t F r i d a y f rom
1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. at the Venture Inn. Ruth Baenan- 293-4362.

•\
IW o m e n ' s F o u n d a t i o n o f M o n t a n a

The miss ion of the Women's F o u n d a t i o n of Montana i s to improve the economic s tatus of
women and g i r l s and create a brighter fu ture for g i r l s and women in Montana. The Women's
F o u n d a t i o n of Montana awarded a grant to the L i n c o l n County Help Line in suppor t of that
o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s a c t iv i t i e s in October 2000. Caro l ine Stamy 293-8754

3.2 C o m m u n i t y Concerns , C o m m e n t s , and issues
To d e v e l o p a CIP that accurately r e f l e c t s community interests and concerns, EPA d e p e n d s
heavily upon informat ion obtained during "Community Interviews." F r o m December 1999
through A p r i l 2000, EPA conducted interviews with a wide spectrum of area re s ident s and
repre s entat ive s , such as community leaders , e l ec ted o f f i c i a l s , business repre sentat ive s , and
community service workers. The interview questions are contained in A p p e n d i x F. The
responses from these interviews are grouped according to s imi lar themes. EPA has made
every e f f o r t to i n c l u d e all the responses f rom the interviews as well as i n f o r m a t i o n f rom
re s id en t s that has been shared subsequent to the interviews.
It is important to emphas ize that thi s section presents the op inions and concerns of re s idents
and other interviewees rather than those of EPA, the state, or any PRPs. The in f ormat i on
obtained in the interviews and subsequent conversations is summarized in th i s section. It
r e f l e c t s interviewees ' responses and r e s i d e n t s ' concerns regardl e s s of whether those
response s or p e r c e p t i o n s are f a c t u a l l y precise.
The f o l l o w i n g general areas of concerns, comments, and issues have been i d e n t i f i e d from the
community interviews and other sources:

• H e a l t h Risks;
• H e a l t h Care;

Exposure Pathways / Contaminat ion Source
• P e r c e p t i o n of Current Risk;

S a m p l i n g and Risk Ass e s smen t;
• C l e a n u p ;
• S t i g m a ;
• Environmental J u s t i c e ;
• E P A ' s Outreach a n d Education Rol e;
• Communica t i on; and
• M i s c e l l a n e o u s .

December 1 2 , 200C C o m m u n i t y I n v o l v e m e n t P l a n f o r L i b b y , M T S i t e .
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H e a l t h Risks
The main concerns i d e n t i f i e d are hea l th related. Many p e o p l e are concerned about their
h e a l t h , their f a m i l y f r i e n d s and neighbors h ea l th . A concern that was expres s ed r e p e a t e d l y
was worry about kids t oday in Libby and making sure that they don't get expo s ed to
asbestos.
P e o p l e want to know how f a m i l y members, f r i e n d s and acquaintances contracted cancer.
Some p e o p l e are concerned because the previous owners of their home had cancer and they
wonder whether it was f rom the air in the home. There is concern about cancer l e v e l s in
certain neighborhoods.
I s s u e s related to taking care of dy ing f r i e n d s and f a m i l y are o f t e n expre s s ed. T h e r e are many
emotional, p sycho log i ca l , stress and grief issues. There is d i f f i c u l t y in understanding how
two or more p e o p l e could have worked together in the same p l a c e s at the mine, but only
some have asbe s to s-related i l l n e s s and others don' t .
Questions related to how to l ive with a d iagnos i s of an asbestos related di sease are common.
Some p e o p l e expressed f e a r of being d iagnosed even when they f e e l they may have an
asbe s to s-re lated i l l n e s s . There is concern about the latency per iod of asbes tos-related
i l l n e s s e s . P e o p l e are scared because they know that even if they don't have an asbestos-
related di sease now, they could get one in the future. The fac t that there is no cure makes it
e s p e c i a l l y scary.
W i t h regard to other di s ease s , some f e e l that rates of m u l t i p l e sc lerosi s and l u p u s seem to be
high in the p o p u l a t i o n and could be related to asbestos exposure. P e o p l e have expres sed
s c ep t i c i sm about diagnose s of asthma or emphysema, thinking that it is r e a l l y asbestosis. One
person wanted to know whether there was a r e l a t i o n s h i p between arthrit i s and asbestos
exposure.
P e o p l e want to get more i n f o r m a t i o n on how they can protect themselves in the short term.
T h e y are wondering how the contamination is t ran smi t t ed , whether it is air-borne, and if it is
sa f e to eat garden vegetables.
One res ident said that the medical monitoring was a good program even though the time
frame was short for g e t t i n g the t e s t ing done. EPA should do it again in the f u t u r e - e s p e c i a l l y
f o r ch i ldren .
P e o p l e i d e n t i f i e d the f o l l o w i n g th ing s that they wanted more in format ion about.
I n f o r m a t i o n on p o t e n t i a l h ea l th risks
E f f e c t s o f asbestos exposure
Cancer in Libby (would l ike to see a cancer c lu s t er study done)
A s b e s t o s ' e f f e c t s on the immune system
Discus s ion- in lay terms- of chronic obs truct ive pu lmonary di sease ( C O P D ) and p l eura l
p l a q u e i n g
S m o k i n g and asbes tos exposure
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A r t h r i t i s and asbestos exposure
A c t i o n s that can be taken to protec t your hea l th in the short term

• How the contamination is transmit t ed
• I n f o r m a t i o n on garden vege tab l e s grown in soil with vermicul i te

General air qua l i ty in L i b b y

H e a l t h Care
Some p e o p l e f e e l that medical problems have been covered up and p e o p l e were deceived
about how dangerous it was to work in the mine. In the pas t , they couldn't make their own
choices about doctors. WR Grace required i n d i v i d u a l s to go to Dr. Whi t ehou s e for
d i a g n o s i s . Report s f r o m the company to employe e s did not accurately r e f l e c t x-ray re sul t s .
One resident said that the medical monitoring was a good program even though the time
f rame was short for g e t t i n g the t e s t i n g done. EPA and ATSDR should do it again in the
fu ture - e s p e c i a l l y for ch i ldren.
P e o p l e who are ill are angry and scared about how to pay the medical b i l l s . There is a lot of
concern over a b i l i t y to a f f o r d necessary medical care.
A prob l em that some p e o p l e have run into is d i s a b i l i t y insurance not paying if a person is
only working 3/4 time. It was thought that W.R. Grace should compensate them for the
d i f f e r e n c e i f they could only work 3/4 time.
Attorney costs was another f inanc ia l p r o b l e m when it came to l o o k i n g for h e l p in g e t t i n g
Grace to pay anything for medical costs.
P e o p l e i d e n t i f i e d the f o l l o w i n g th ings that they wanted more in format i on about.

• E x a c t l y what diseases a sbe s to s i s causes
What to do if they have an asbes tos-related disease

• How and where p e o p l e can get t e s t ed for asbe s to s-related disease
• How asbe s to s-re lated di s ease can be d i s t i n g u i s h e d f rom other sources of lung di sease

E x p o s u r e Pathways / C o n t a m i n a t i o n Sourc e
P o s s i b l e exposure pathways was a concern that was mentioned o f t e n by those interviewed. P e o p l e
are p a r t i c u l a r l y concerned about whether to remove vermiculite from their homes or keep it in place.
T h e y f e e l that there could be negative e f f e c t s f r o m l i v i n g in house with vermicul i t e if it contains
asbes tos but many of them don't have the f i n a n c i a l resources to have it removed.
P l a c e s where p e o p l e f e e l they could p o t e n t i a l l y be exposed or have been exposed to asbestos in the
past are i n c l u d e d in the f o l l o w i n g l i s t .
The mine
• m i n i n g
• d r i v i n g d u m p trucks to and f r o m mine

December 1 2 , 2000 C o m m u n i t y I n v o l v e m e n t P l a n f o r L i b b y , M T S i t e .
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• dir ty buses that went back and f o r t h to transport workers to and f r om the mine
f i e l d t r i p s with school to the mine

• taking k id s to mine in the 1980s i
hiking near the mine i

• r i d i n g motorcycles up at the mine area.
• horseback r i d i n g near the mine
• hunt ing near the mine

cut t ing Chri s tmas trees near the mine
• g e t t ing scrap steel at mine.
• s l e d d i n g up at the mine
• tours of the mine
• gather ing wood near the mine
• p i c k i n g mushrooms near the mine
The road
• uncovered mining trucks driving down Rainy Creek Road
• drivers having f o l l o w e d Z o n o l i t e trucks on highway with dust f l y i n g everywhere
• l o g g i n g truck t r a f f i c
The f o rmer vermicul i t e p r o c e s s i n g / l o a d i n g areas

areas a d j a c e n t to the conveyor belt
• church at the river where the RainTree Nursery is now located
• Easter Sunri s e service every year at Rainy Creek
• p i cn i c s at Orchard by l o a d i n g dock by Rainy Creek
• the old railroad l o a d i n g areas
• p l a y i n g at b a l l f i e l d s near the old export P l a n t
• p l a y i n g in vermiculi te p i l e s near the b a l l f i e l d s
• p l a y i n g in p lan t by C i t y Hall
• p l a y i n g in p i l e s of Z o n o l i t e at East 7th and L i n c o l n Blvd (Old Z o n o l i t e Headquar t e r s)
The water

Z o n o l i t e in the K o o t e n a i river and in Rainy Creek
• p l a y i n g in F l o w e r Creek

p l a y i n g in Libby Creek
• working at the S t u d M i l l by Libby Creek
• f l o a t i n g the river to the Scre en ing Plant
• river f i s h i n g
At home
• garage reconstruction
• r emode l ing the house
• att ic a c t iv i t i e s

squirrel s in attic s t irring up vermicul i t e
• working on home wir ing
• sweep ing the house
• washing h u s b a n d ' s c l o th e s
• c l ean ing out Grandpa's pant s c u f f s so Grandma would let him in the house
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in gardens
•

Around L i b b y
' • b l o w i n g dust that m a y contain asbestos f i b e r s
• h a u l i n g bags to the l a n d f i l l
• F l a t h e a d Community C o l l e g e p la s t e r ed with vermiculi te and p l a s t e r mix

When EPA asked about how p e o p l e used or came into contact with vermicul i t e , p e o p l e t o ld us that
the predominant use for vermicu l i t e was as i n s u l a t i o n material . Many p e o p l e also used it as a garden
amenity. Many le s s common uses for vermicul i te were i d e n t i f i e d and recorded as f o l l o w s :
In school

made cookies at school in H o m e Economics class with it;
used it as a science p r o j e c t ;
tried to put it in p l a s t e r in old j un i or h i g h / n o w c o l l e g e b u i l d i n g ;
L i b b y Communi ty C o l l e g e was p l a s t e r e d with Z o n o l i t e when he went H i g h S c h o o l
took it to school and pop it;

• p l a s t i c bags of vermicul i t e for boy scout jamboree;
used for track at H i g h S c h o o l

At home
• k i d s brought piece s home, f ound it in yard and would heat it and pop it;
• p o p p e d it at home with cousins;
• p e o p l e brought it home as gimmick to show p e o p l e .
• was used to store v e g e t a b l e s , bu lb s , etc. over the winter;
• as a mosquito r e p e l l a n t , Z o n o l i t e was mixed with sawdust and some p e s t i c i d e . It was dyed

green and f e l t o i l y ;
• turf b u i l d e r ;

p e o p l e p l a y e d in it
I n cons truct ion
• mixed it into concrete in the garage;

used in wel l house i n s u l a t i o n ;
paved driveway with rock f r o m gravel p i t ;

• masons and brick layers used z o n o l i t e as f i l l e r between bricks;
• used in chimneys in L i b b y ;
• s h i p p e d to z-crete to l i c ens e e p l a n t s

l i g h t weight r o o f i n g
E x p e r i m e n t a l l y

e xper iment ing with f e e d i n g it to hogs.
• put it in vi tamins.
• used it as diet f o o d .

C o m m e r c i a l l y
Z o n o l i t e made sheet rock, f i b e r g l a s s ;
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dry k i l n s - large sheds that were used to dry lumber
• f i l l f o r Purina animal f o o d Ii

P e o p l e i d e n t i f i e d the f o l l o w i n g th ings that they wanted more i n f o r m a t i o n about.
The asbestos content of vermicul i t e: at the mine, a f t e r p o p p i n g / p r o c e s s i n g , as a f i n i s h e d
product for sale?

P e r c e p t i o n of Current Risk
EPA wanted to hear f r o m res idents whether there were areas in and around Libby that they
believe s t i l l present a risk f rom asbestos to res idents . Res ident s and other interested part ie s
have a variety of ideas about current po t en t ia l sources of contamination. T h e y i d e n t i f i e d the
f o l l o w i n g p l a c e s as p o t e n t i a l l y contaminated and requested that many of them be s a m p l e d .

Areas associated with the mine
• mine i t s e l f , f rom wind, erosion
• anywhere near the mine
• greenhouse at Rainy Creek
• bal l f i e l d s by river
• old m i l l e x p a n d i n g p l a n t at E. 5 th / Linco ln Blvd and M i c h i g a n Ave. area
• Tub G u l c h - that kids for decade s have used as a party spo t

chutes in old mi l l
• washouts are uncovering s o i l , p o n d , etc. near the mine
Large general areas
• south end of town
• west end of Libby
• homes in the Libby area
• homes near the River

S h e e p Range at the end of Koot ena i River Road
along the River and Rainy Creek, D e l t a s of incoming creeks
whole general area of L i b b y
homes that used vermicul i te in gardens

• Carney Creek area
• p i l e s on end of 5th S t r e e t where old W.R. Grace HQ was located
• wind s t i l l brings dust into town from
• any hous ing deve lopment b u i l t on or near the mine site

Em Kayan v i l l a g e
S p e c i f i c areas

A i r f i e l d Park
• J . N e i l s Park

area by S e n i o r Center between h o s p i t a l and RR tracks
• Central S c h o o l i n s u l a t i o n
• track at h igh school
• skating rinks at local schools
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.• 2nd street where they used to park mine trucks overnight b e f or e they got the space near the
o l d b a l l f i e l d s
i n d u s t r i a l park 1
by h o s p i t a l

• r i p r a p brought down f r o m mine for F l o w e r Creek a f t e r f l o o d i n g
other b a l l f i e l d s - Leg ion and the K e l l y / W a l l e s t o n f i e l d s

• R i v e r ' s Edge T r a i l e r Park
• shed s in back of C i t y Hall

P e o p l e i d e n t i f i e d the f o l l o w i n g th ing s that they wanted more in format ion about.
• How to get vermicul i t e insu la t ion removed from their homes

S a m p l i n g a n d Risk Asse s sment
T h e r e were some concerns associated with the s a m p l i n g process.
S o m e p e o p l e had concerns about the way insulat ion material was sampled and the
repre s entat ivene s s of the sample s . Someone thought that sampl e s were taken f rom the top
layer, but what is f i l t e r i n g down into the house is f rom the bottom layer.
S o m e r e s id en t s r epor t ed having i n d e p e n d e n t t e s t ing done that showed higher l ev e l s of
t r e m o l i t e that EPA r e s u l t s showed. T h e y were concerned at having two d i f f e r e n t values for
r e su l t s .
Many p e o p l e are f ru s t ra t ed with the amount of time that it is taking to get r e su l t s for the
s a m p l e s that were taken f rom their homes. Many p e o p l e s t i l l want to have their homes
s a m p l e d .
EPA asked p e o p l e if they wanted to be involved in the EPA risk assessment and there were
several ways in which p e o p l e wanted to be involved.
Many p e o p l e said they would h e l p in any way they could. T h e y o f f e r e d to answer whatever
ques t ions they could in an e f f o r t to h e l p EPA assess the risk in the Libby area. Many p e o p l e
said they would j u s t l ike to continue to come to meetings. Some said they would attend
Communi ty A d v i s o r y G r o u p meetings. P e o p l e would l ike to continue to receive i n f o r m a t i o n
in the mail . Some said they would volunteer some time while other were too busy to
volunteer but wanted to stay in f ormed through the paper s or mai l ings or meetings.
P e o p l e i d e n t i f i e d the f o l l o w i n g t h i n g s that they wanted more in f ormat i on about.

• R e s u l t s of s a m p l i n g
• Current f i n d i n g s
• A s b e s t o s content of f i n i s h e d vermicu l i t e product
• How to get the ir homes te s t ed for asbestos.
• How the air in L i b b y compares to other areas in the region
C l e a n u p
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T h i s s e c t ion de scr ibe s the community concerns and issues associated with the c l e a n u p
ac t iv i t i e s . •(iMany people 'are concerned about g e t t i n g vermicul i t e removed f r o m their homes. Some
p e o p l e have expres sed concern and c o n f u s i o n about what to do with v ermi cu l i t e since EPA
has asked homeowners not to h a n d l e it. Some have v ermicu l i t e dust s i f t i n g out of areas
which are not we l l - s ea l ed . Others have begun renovation p r o j e c t s and have vermicu l i t e
exposed in the l i v i n g areas.
There has been some concern that the c l eanups at the former export and screening p l a n t s are
causing asbestos f i b e r s to be released into the air and e xpo s ing Libby re s ident s to harmful
l e v e l s of asbestos.
Some p e o p l e wanted to ensure that soil would be covered during transport. Traffic in
general as a result of a large scale soil c l eanup was a concern. P e o p l e are e s p e c i a l l y
concerned about Rainy Creek road.
Some p e o p l e f e e l that the G l o r y H o l e should be inves t igated for c leanup.
S o m e p e o p l e have expres sed concerns about being r e s p o n s i b l e for c l eanup costs if they were
the ones that put vermiculite in a given location.s
P e o p l e i d e n t i f i e d the f o l l o w i n g th ing s that they wanted more i n f o r m a t i o n about.
How a homeowner can make a b u i l d i n g s a f e if there is a risk of exposure.
C l e a n i n g up the ambient air in Libby

S t i g m a
T h i s section describes the community concerns associated with the "stigma" on the
community because of the p u b l i c i t y about asbestos.
T h e r e are economic concerns about decreas ing p r o p e r t y values. P e o p l e in Libby are
concerned that the p u b l i c i t y about contamination a f f e c t s their p r o p e r t y values. Some p e o p l e
have reported being denied loans to buy a home because of vermicul i te in the home.
T h e r e is concern about the s t igma brought to the town because of the bad press Libby has
received. P e o p l e want the EPA to h e l p remove s t igma on the community once the c l eanup is
c o m p l e t e . The A g e n c y could work with the press to h e l p get the s t i gma off the community.
P e o p l e i d e n t i f i e d the f o l l o w i n g t h ing s that they wanted more i n f o r m a t i o n about.
How to get a l e t t e r that says there is no risk f r o m asbestos for a p o t e n t i a l home buyer
What the contamination issue has done to real estate values

E n v i r o n m e n t a l J u s t i c e
December 1 2 , 2000 C o m m u n i t y I n v o l v e m e n t P l a n f o r L i b b y , M T S i t e .
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A l t h o u g h environmental j u s t i c e was not a concern expre s s ed in any of the community
interviews, there may be some issues associated with environmental j u s t i c e . Many
d i s c u s s i o n s with community members as the p r o j e c t has d e v e l o p e d have f o cu s ed on the issue
of a large number of Libby re s ident s l i v i n g on a low income and; not being able to a f f o r d
services that could reduce or e l iminate exposure to vermicul i t e in their homes. V e r m i c u l i t e
f r o m Libby which contains tremoli te asbestos has been shown to cause a variety of asbestos-
re lated i l l n e s s e s . T h e r e is concern on the part of many community members that j u s t having
v e r m i c u l i t e in their homes can p o t e n t i a l l y cause asbes tos-related i l ln e s s e s .
P e o p l e i d e n t i f i e d the f o l l o w i n g things that they wanted more in f ormat i on about.

• Environmental J u s t i c e S m a l l Grants
C o m m u n i c a t i o n

Many ways of g e t t i n g informat ion were i d e n t i f i e d by those who were interviewed. Two
ways of g e t t i n g the in format i on that they already had about the site stood out. Most p e o p l e
had got ten in format i on:

• Dire c t ly from EPA either in the newspaper, on the radio, on the internet, at
meet ings , through direct mai l ing s , or at the I n f o r m a t i o n Center; or
By t a l k i n g to p e o p l e in the community either neighbors or community leaders;

P e o p l e i d e n t i f i e d the f o l l o w i n g methods as the best ways of communicating with them.
The M o n t a n i a n & Western News (14)
cable T V - C h a n n e l 1 0 ( 1 4 )
direct M a i l i n g s ( 1 3 ) .

• radio - S w a p shop and Voice s of the K o o t e n a i ( l 1)
• word of mouth (7)
• mee t ings (5)

T V N e w s ( 5 )
• EPA I n f o r m a t i o n Center (3)
• f l y e r s @ Drs o f f i c e (2)
• grocery store bags (2)
• around town on reader boards (2)

f l y e r s through U S P S
web si tes (2)

• e-mail ( 1 )
• wi thout media (1)
• c a l l in phone n u m b e r ( l )

P e o p l e gave many sugge s t i on s for the best media to use to get the communication out.
N e w s p a p e r s were almost unanimously agreed upon as good ways to get i n f o r m a t i o n to
p e o p l e in Libby . Many p e o p l e al so mentioned the cab l e TV channel for announcements of
events and a c t iv i t i e s . TV N e w s was not as p o p u l a r but was a l s o mentioned several times.

December 1 2 , 2000 C o m m u n i t y I n v o l v e m e n t P l a n f o r L i b b y , M T S i t e .
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Direct mail and fac t sheets and f l y e r s were mentioned by many res ident s as being very
e f f e c t i v e in g e t t i n g i n f o r m a t i o n to them. The local Radio s tat ion was also mentioned as one
of the best ways.
Word of mouth was thought to be e f f e c t i v e in Libby.
For the most part p e o p l e be l i eve that meet ings , both EPA and community meetings, are a
good way to update residents.
S c h o o l s were sugges t ed as good p lac e s to get in f ormat i on out to community members about
the s a m p l i n g and c l eanup.
The EPA I n f o r m a t i o n Center at 501 Mineral Ave. was mentioned as e f f e c t i v e at p r o v i d i n g a
p l a c e for re s ident s to f i n d someone to answer quest ions for them or re f er them to the correct
person to t a l k to. Many p e o p l e also appre c ia t ed the written i n f o r m a t i o n that was ava i lab l e
to them at the Center.
It was recommended that EPA use all these organizations and methods.
Meet ings
The major i ty of p e o p l e who EPA interviewed believed that meetings they had attended were
h e l p f u l . P e o p l e f e l t that mee t ings in the community prov ide u s e f u l in format i on and u p d a t e s
about the s a m p l i n g and c l eanup. M e e t i n g s p r o v i d e u s e f u l o p p o r t u n i t i e s to ask quest ions and
hear new in f ormat i on . M e e t i n g s are a way to have p e o p l e be accountable because they have
to answer questions that community members pose.
A c o u p l e of p e o p l e said they were too busy to attend the meet ings or that they didn't know
about them. One person commented that it was d i f f i c u l t to get to the meet ings because they
were always in the evening.
P e o p l e provided EPA with many sugge s t i on s on community lo ca t ions where meetings could
be h e l d . Some of the sugge s t i on s for meeting p l a c e s were.
Memorial Gym-41
City H a l l - 23
VFW 13
Venture Inn C o n f . Rooms 3
W i l k i n s o n B u i l d i n g 1
Nationa l Guard Armory-2
Lumber M i l l - 1
S c h o o l s - 2
H i g h S c h o o l GymS
S c h o o l G y m ( A S A W o o d ) - l
S p o r t s Rehab B u i l d i n g
Restaurants -1
Churches-2
Masons (across from H i d d e n C h a p e l )

December 12 , 2000 C o m m u n i t y I n v o l v e m e n t P l a n f o r L i b b y , MT S i t e .
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• U S F S C o n f e r e n c e
The numbers a f t e r the mee t ing p l a c e indicate the numberof times that meeting p l a c e was mentioned.

i
M i s c e l l a n e o u s
EPA asked if there were other concerns or issues p e o p l e had about the mine or vermiculite, and the
f o l l o w i n g responses were recorded. EPA realizes that there be many more concerns than are l i s t ed in
t h i s p l a n and encourages r e s id en t s and interested par t i e s to cal l EPA with any concerns or
i n f o r m a t i o n that they be l i eve the Agency should know.

Many p e o p l e f e e l that the prob l ems have been covered up and p e o p l e couldn't make their
own choices about whether to work at the mine, knowing that it was a hazardous occupation.
Some think that there are p e o p l e in the community who are in denial about the problems of

asbestos.
Many parent s didn't even know where the mine was located until last hunting season.
A lot of p e o p l e are diagnosed in Libby with asbestos-related i l lne s s e s .
Too bad the EPA didn't shut the mine down years ago.
G l o r y H o l e has a lot of bad s t u f f buried in it i n c l u d i n g dumped oil drums. There is concern
about d i g g i n g there.
F i s h brought home from the Lower pond located below t a i l i n g s s m e l l e d heavily like
d i e s e l / g a s . Only k id s under 12 could f i s h there. S t a t e F i s h and Game found die s e l in the f i s h
when they analyzed it.
P e o p l e got a good pay check working at the mine and they knew it was dangerous.
"The rec lamation process at mine was to done to s a t i s f a c t i o n and should be looked at. It's a
tremendous scar on the landscape."
In the 1980s-1990s: EPA made recommendations regarding what measures would need to be
taken to keep Rainy Creek road open. The County did not have resources to have a water
truck make d a i l y runs so it d e c id ed on ly to post a no t r e s p a s s i n g sign. Current owners,
Owens- H u r s t , are not a b i d i n g by EPA recommendations made in an EIS and there should be
f o l l o w - u p . There is s t i l l a lot of act ivity on Rainy Creek Road - l o g g i n g , hunting, par ty ing ,
s a m p l i n g , s i g h t s e e i n g , a n d w i l d l i f e watching.
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Based upon interviews with local community members and other interested par t i e s as wel l as
c on s id er ing other relevant i n f o r m a t i o n , EPA has d e v e l o p e d the f o l l o w i n g l i s t o f o b j e c t i v e s
for community involvement and communication for the Libby S i t e : i

• Use Proactive Approach;
* Providing community members with u s e f u l in format ion about

the S u p e r f u n d process
* Providing t imely, s i t e - sp e c i f i c information to community members
>• Prov id ing o p p o r t u n i t i e s for community input

• D e f i n e and Communicate Role s;
F o r m a l l y I n v o l v e Local O f f i c i a l s and Other Community Representat ive s; and

• C o m p l y with C E R C L A / S A R A Requirements.

A di s cus s ion of each of these o b j e c t i v e s and the s trategies EPA wil l use to i m p l e m e n t the
o b j e c t i v e s f o l l o w s .

4.1 Proactive A p p r o a c h
EPA's o b j e c t i v e i s to use a proactive approach to sharing in format ion with the p u b l i c . The
Agency w i l l try to prov ide in format ion to as many p e o p l e as p o s s i b l e , l i s t en to their
concerns, and answer their questions. To achieve this o b j e c t i v e , EPA wil l ensure that p u b l i c
hea l th and s a f e t y issues as well as o p p o r t u n i t i e s for p u b l i c p a r t i c i p a t i o n in site de c i s i ons are
well p u b l i c i z e d . EPA w i l l provide in format ion on the S u p e r f u n d process that is relevant to
dec i s ions at the site. EPA w i l l assure that easy-to-read i n f o r m a t i o n regarding the status of
s i te ac t iv i t i e s is prov ided to the community. The in format i on wi l l enable the community to
keep up-to-date and be w e l l - i n f o r m e d about site act ivi t ie s .
EPA wi l l use various techniques, some sugges ted by the community, to prov ide site
in f ormat i on to the p u b l i c . One of the most e f f e c t i v e ways to share in f ormat i on with area
re s ident s that was requested by community members, is p r o v i d i n g weekly upda t e s for the
newspaper s and radio. EPA wi l l continue to produce fac t sheets and f l y e r s when a p p r o p r i a t e
and use direct mail, and local distribution routes to get information to residents and other
interested part ie s . EPA's local I n f o r m a t i o n Center has been ex t en s ive ly used by the
community as a meeting p lac e , a p l a c e to p i ck up i n f o r m a t i o n , and a p l a c e to ask questions
and voice concerns. EPA w i l l ho ld p u b l i c meet ings and p e r i o d i c a l l y attend e s t a b l i s h e d
community organization meeting. EPA wi l l maintain a web page on the site to updat e p e o p l e
on ac t iv i t i e s , de c i s i ons , and issues regarding the site.

4.2 D e f i n e and C o m m u n i c a t e Roles
E P A ' s o b j e c t i v e i s t o c l ear ly d e f i n e a n d communicate p l a n s , s ch edu l e s , r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,
costs, and r e l a t i o n s h i p with other agencies. C i t i z e n s have raised a number of questions about
the ro l e s of various groups involved in S i t e ac t iv i t i e s . T h e r e are a number of d i r e c t l y
a f f e c t e d p a r t i e s and other intere s ted par t i e s involved in d i f f e r e n t S i t e a c t i v i t i e s and it is
impor tant that EPA c l e a r l y e x p l a i n the ro l e and au thor i ty of each and how their a c t iv i t i e s are
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c oord ina t ed , e s p e c i a l l y concerning MDEQ, which i s EPA's primary governmental agency
partner. EPA also works c l o s e l y with the Agency for T o x i c Sub s tanc e s and Disease Regis try
(ATSDR) at t h i s site.

I
EPA e s t a b l i s h e d a Community A d v i s o r y G r o u p (CAG) in January 2000 to provide a forum
for two-way communication on issues re lated to the inve s t iga t ion and c l eanup of asbestos in
Libby and the Community Medi ca l T e s t i n g . T h i s f o rum is also an o p p o r t u n i t y for all part i e s
to c l a r i f y ro le s of the various interested groups and i n d i v i d u a l s . The CAG wi l l be comprised
of private citizens and f edera l State , and local agencies. Agency members and their
ant i c ipa t ed roles and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s roles are as f o l l o w s :

• EPA - The f e d e r a l agency r e spons i b l e for i m p l e m e n t i n g and en for c ing
environmental laws and regulat ions aimed at p r o t e c t i n g p u b l i c heal th and the
environment. EPA wil l be the lead agency responsible for the sampl ing and
c l eanup act ivit ie s related to asbestos contamination in Libby.

• Montana Department of Environmental Qual i ty - The Department of the
S t a t e of Montana r e s p o n s i b l e for ensuring protec t ion of the environment.
MDEQ w i l l provide input to EPA on s a m p l i n g and c l eanup activit ies for the
areas of Libby that are a f f e c t e d by asbestos contamination.

• Montana Depar tment of Pub l i c H e a l t h and H u m a n Services - The
Department of the S t a t e of Montana charged with improving and p r o t e c t i n g the
h ea l th , we l l -b e ing and s e l f - r e l i a n c e of all Montanans. Program ob j e c t i v e s are
met through col laboration and coordination with many partners across the state
of Montana, i n c l u d i n g p u b l i c and private health care provider s , voluntary heal th
organizations, consumer groups and other organizations involved in prevention
and h ea l th promotion e f f o r t s . MDPHHS maintains a L i n c o l n County o f f i c e
l o ca t ed in Libby at 117 Commerce Way.
U.S. Agency for T o x i c Sub s tanc e s and Disease Registry - The f ed era l agency
r e s p o n s i b l e for assess ing p u b l i c heal th threats related to hazardous waste sites
and for r e s p o n d i n g to p u b l i c health concerns expressed at those sites. ATDSR
w i l l p r o v i d e input to EPA on s a m p l i n g and c l eanup act ivi t i e s for the areas of
Libby a f f e c t e d by asbestos contamination. They are the lead agency for the
L i b b y Community Environmental H e a l t h Pro j e c t which w i l l screen thousands of
i n d i v i d u a l s for indications o f asbestos-related disease.

• L i n c o l n County Depar tment of Environmental H e a l t h - The L i n c o l n County
Department o f Environmental H e a l t h (DEH) is r e spon s i b l e for addre s s ing county
local p u b l i c heal th issues. The County wi l l be r e s p o n s i b l e for de t ermining the
s cope of homes a f f e c t e d by vermiculi te insulation. The L i n c o l n County DEH
w i l l prov ide input to EPA on s a m p l i n g and c l e a n u p ac t iv i t i e s for the areas of
L i b b y that are a f f e c t e d by asbestos contamination. The County p l a y s a major
role in d e c i s i on s about po t en t ia l construction of an asbestos c e l l in the local
L a n d f i l l .
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4 .3 F o r m a l l y I n v o l v e Local O f f i c i a l s and Other C o m m u n i t yRepresentat ive s !
i

EPA's o b j e c t i v e i s t o f o r m a l l y involve local o f f i c i a l s and other community representat ive s in
the S u p e r f u n d proce s s and maintain ongoing, two-way communication with the community.
Community l eader s and representatives of local organizations have expressed an interest in
EPA communicating regularly with them, i n f o r m i n g them in advance of m a j o r deci s ions or
events, and f o r m a l l y inv i t ing them to p u b l i c mee t ings and other p u b l i c ac t iv i t i e s . To
ac compl i sh th i s o b j e c t i v e , EPA wi l l make an e f f o r t to f o r m a l i z e communication of EPA site
act ivi t ie s . EPA wil l continue to o f f e r the community o p p o r t u n i t i e s to p a r t i c i p a t e a c t i v e ly in
Community Advi s ory G r o u p meetings.

4.4 C o m p l y wi th CERCLA/SARA Requirements
E P A ' s o b j e c t i v e i s t o c omply with t h e C E R C L A / S A R A requirements. I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e
above ac t iv i t i e s , others w i l l be p lanned s p e c i f i c a l l y to meet the community re la t ions
requirements under C E R C L A / S A R A . A d e t a i l e d d e s c r i p t i o n of these act ivi t ie s is f ound in
the S e c t i o n 5.0 of th i s C I P .
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T h i s section describe the community involvement ac t iv i t i e s the EPA p l a n s to conduct dur ing
the course of the removal action. T h e s e ac t ivi t i e s are de s igned to prov id e i n f o r m a t i o n to
community members and p r o v i d e o p p o r t u n i t i e s for them to be involved in the de c i s i on
making process. The EPA is currently the lead government agency in the remediat ion of the
Libby S i t e . As such, EPA w i l l ensure f u l l p u b l i c p a r t i c i p a t i o n in th e S u p e r f u n d c l e a n u p
process. Many of the ac t iv i t i e s l i s t e d below have been impl emen t ed prior to the p u b l i c a t i o n
of this CIP. Thes e act ivi t ie s include those required by C E R C L A / S A R A . In addi t i on , other
s i t e - s p e c i f i c s u p p o r t a c t i v i t i e s are important t o o l s for k e e p i n g the community informed and
involved. T h e s e s i t e - s p e c i f i c act ivi t ie s w i l l be i m p l e m e n t e d in re sponse to community input
and requests.

5.1 A c t i v i t i e s Required By CERCLA/SARA
The EPA w i l l p e r f o r m the f o l l o w i n g community involvement ac t iv i t i e s at the L i b b y S i t e as
required by C E R C L A / S A R A for a time critical removal action l a s t i n g longer than 120 days:

• Designate a s poke sp er s on;
• N o t i f y a f f e c t e d c i t izens;
• E s t a b l i s h A d m i n i s t r a t i v e Record f i l e and in format ion repo s i t or i e s;
• Conduct community interviews; and
• Prepare and Revise Community Involvement Plan.

A d i s cu s s i on of each of these ac t iv i t i e s f o l l o w s .
Des igna t e a S p o k e s p e r s o n

EPA w i l l d e s i gna t e a s poke sp er s on in a t ime ly manner to in f orm the community of actions
taken, respond to inquiries , and provide i n f o r m a t i o n concerning the release of hazardous
substances.

N o t i f y A f f e c t e d C i t i z e n s
The EPA de s igna t ed spoke sp er s on w i l l n o t i f y p r o m p t l y the c i t izens i m m e d i a t e l y a f f e c t e d by
the release, as well as a p p r o p r i a t e S t a t e and local o f f i c i a l s .

E s t a b l i s h A d m i n i s t r a t i v e Record F i l e a n d I n f o r m a t i o n Repo s i t o r i e s
EPA w i l l e s t a b l i s h an A d m i n i s t r a t i v e Record and S i t e i n f o r m a t i o n repos i tor ie s . The
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e Record w i l l be housed at the EPA S u p e r f u n d Records Center in Denver, CO.
and at the EPA I n f o r m a t i o n Center in Libby, MT. The in format ion r epo s i t ory, a subset of
documents f r om the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e Record and site f i l e w i l l be located at the EPA
I n f o r m a t i o n Center in L i b b y , MT. T h e s e r epo s i t or i e s contain basic site i n f o r m a t i o n ,
documents on s i te a c t i v i t i e s , technical site documents, th i s CIP, and general i n f o r m a t i o n
about the S u p e r f u n d program all for p u b l i c review. EPA wi l l p la c e a notice in local
newspaper s o f general c i r cu la t i on that n o t i f i e s the p u b l i c o f the a v a i l a b i l i t y o f the
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e Record f i l e and i d e n t i f i e s the various i n f o r m a t i o n r e p o s i t o r y l o c a t i o n s and the
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hours of a v a i l a b i l i t y . The A d m i n i s t r a t i v e Record and i n f o r m a t i o n r e p o s i t o r i e s w i l l be
updated as necessary.

C o n d u c t C o m m u n i t y I n t e r v i e w s
EPA w i l l interview local o f f i c i a l s , community re s ident s , p u b l i c interest groups and other
in t ere s t ed par t i e s to i d e n t i f y the c o m m u n i t y ' s s p e c i f i c in f ormat i on needs and concerns, how
best to communicate with re s ident s and interested par t i e s , and to determine the ways in '
which re s ident s would l ike to become involved in the S u p e r f u n d process. '

Prepare and Revise C o m m u n i t y I n v o l v e m e n t P l a n
EPA is required to prepare thi s Community Involvement Plan (CIP) for all removal actions
l a s t i n g l onger than 120 days. EPA uses in f ormat i on obtained in the community interviews to
guide community involvement a c t iv i t i e s until the CIP is c o m p l e t e and u l t i m a t e l y to d e v e l o p
the CIP. T h i s CIP w i l l be used by EPA in conduc t ing community involvement ac t iv i t i e s as
part of the S u p e r f u n d process.
EPA w i l l review this CIP and revise it, if necessary, to addres s issues and concerns that may
arise during the removal action. Each revision w i l l u p d a t e the in format ion provided in the
current CIP, assess the e f f e c t i v e n e s s of approache s used for community involvement to the
date of the revision, and p r o p o s e a strategy for ke ep ing the community informed and
involved. Communi ty interviews w i l l be h e l d again, if a p p r o p r i a t e , b e fore the CIP is revised.

5 . 2 S i t e - S p e c i f i c S u p p o r t A c t i v i t i e s
In a d d i t i o n to the community involvement ac t ivi t i e s described above, EPA considers the
f o l l o w i n g community involvement ac t iv i t i e s important in h e l p i n g the p u b l i c provide
m e a n i n g f u l input to the ongoing site act ivi t ie s .

• Prepare fa c t sheets and site ac t iv i ty u p d a t e s ;
• I s s u e press releases and other in f ormat i ona l ads to news ou t l e t s ;
• Coord ina t e workshops, small group meetings, a v a i l a b i l i t y sessions, and meetings

with i n d i v i d u a l s ;
• Brief local o f f i c i a l s ; s
• I s s u e p u b l i c notices; and
• M a i n t a i n an accurate mai l ing l i s t .

The ful l extent of these s i t e - s p e c i f i c suppor t ac t iv i t i e s w i l l d e p e n d on resources available. A
brie f d i s cu s s i on of each of these ac t ivi t i e s f o l l o w s .

P r e p a r e F a c t S h e e t s a n d S i t e A c t i v i t y U p d a t e s
EPA Communi ty Involvement C o o r d i n a t o r ' s w i l l produce a variety o f f a c t sheets for
p u b l i c a t i o n and d i s t r i b u t i o n . T h e s e f a c t sheets may vary from an informal paragraph for a
school or church f l y e r , to a f our-page summary of a s p e c i f i c t op i c . In all cases, EPA and
other s t a k e h o l d e r s w i l l b e n e f i t f r o m having many p e o p l e review the fac t sheets for accuracy,
r e a d a b i l i t y , and visual a p p e a l . The EPA is open to sugge s t i ons from the CAG and the
general p u b l i c on t o p i c s to write about based on the i r relevancy to the S i t e a c t i v i t i e s and their
p r i o r i t y to the general p u b l i c . W i t h so many p e o p l e reviewing fa c t sheets , an e f f i c i e n t
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5.0C o m m u n i t y I n v o l v e m e n t A c t i v i t i e s
Page 3 of 4

process is necessary in order to get the documents c o m p l e t e d and d i s t r i b u t e d in a t i m e l y way.
EPA w i l l work on s t r e a m l i n i n g th i s process with the CAG.
EPA wil l prepare fac t sheets and activity update s de scribing activities and other relevant
i n f o r m a t i o n about the Libby S i t e as necessary. T h e s e mat er ia l s w i l l be d i s t r i b u t e d to those
on the m a i l i n g l i s t and w i l l also be ava i lab l e to the general p u b l i c through the in f o rmat i on
repo s i tor i e s .

I s s u e Press Releases and other i n f o r m a t i o n a l ads to news o u t l e t s
The EPA w i l l issue press releases to make an o f f i c i a l statement at mi l e s t one s in the removal
program, such as key p r o j e c t dat e s , m a j o r de c i s i on s , or c o m p l e t i o n of c l eanup actions. It is
EPA's p o l i c y not to nego t ia t e the t iming or content of a pre s s release. However, in an e f f o r t

- to communicate o p e n l y with a f f e c t e d s takeholders , EPA wil l send all pre s s releases related to
the Libby S i t e to CAG members at the same time it sends the release to the press.
EPA w i l l try to alert the CAG members about an event that is coming up which may generate
media interest and/or a press release. Anyone whose name is given to the press about any
issue w i l l be n o t i f i e d immediate ly.
EPA wi l l prov ide in f ormat i on in the f orm of an ad with a Question and Answer on a weekly
basis on t o p i c s which have been i d e n t i f i e d by community members as important or needing
c l a r i f i c a t i o n .

C o o r d i n a t e W o r k s h o p s , S m a l l G r o u p M e e t i n g s , a n d Large P u b l i cM e e t i n g s , M e e t i n g s with I n d i v i d u a l s
M e e t i n g s with the community p r o v i d e a f o rum for pre s entat ion and exchange of i n f o r m a t i o n .
E f f o r t w i l l be made to present materials in a non-technical format and provide o p p o r t u n i t i e s
for interaction with meet ing at tendees to ensure that the in format ion is unders tood. S u c h
meet ings also could be used to present a wide variety of i n f o r m a t i o n u p d a t e s or to give s l i d e
shows or v i d e o t a p e pre s enta t ions on site ac t iv i t i e s .
If necessary, s p e c i a l i z e d in f ormat i on , such as presentat ions on s a m p l i n g or s a m p l e r e su l t s ,
risk assessment, c lean-up status etc., wi l l be pre sented in workshops, smal l group meet ings,
and large p u b l i c meetings. M e e t i n g s make it p o s s i b l e for EPA to get immedia t e f e e d b a c k
f rom the p u b l i c on site s p e c i f i c issues. EPA s t a f f remain ava i lab l e for interes ted par t i e s to
discuss their concerns on a person-to-person basis. A p p o i n t m e n t s can be made with EPA
s t a f f at the local I n f o r m a t i o n Center or i n d i v i d u a l s can s t o p by the Center to see if someone
is ava i lab l e to answer questions. When p o s s i b l e , EPA w i l l share in f ormat i on d i r e c t l y with
res ident s at their homes, p a r t i c u l a r l y during f i e l d work such as s a m p l i n g .

Brief Local O f f i c i a l s
EPA w i l l in f orm local o f f i c i a l s of key events and ac t iv i t i e s . Formal n o t i f i c a t i o n of key
events and a c t i v i t i e s and advance i n f o r m a t i o n on de c i s i on s and events are important to local
o f f i c i a l s . EPA's recent e f f o r t s in th i s regard have been e f f e c t i v e according t o interviewees
and, there fore , should be continued.

I s s u e P u b l i c N o t i c e s
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As needed. EPA w i l l issue p u b l i c not ice s to p r o v i d e an o f f i c i a l announcement of EPA
a c t i v i t i e s and p l a n s , and to encourage p u b l i c involvement in Agency deci s ions. EPA w i l l
p u b l i s h these not ice s in the Montanian and the Western News and the Tobacco Valley News.

M a i n t a i n a n A c c u r a t e M a i l i n g L i s t
EPA w i l l maintain an accurate m a i l i n g l i s t of a f f e c t e d par t i e s to d i s s eminat e i n f o r m a t i o n
d i r e c t l y .
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7.0Resources
P a g e 1 of 1

T h i s section summarizes the i n f o r m a t i o n contained in the a p p e n d i c e s attached to th i s report.
T h e s e a p p e n d i c e s contain s p e c i f i c re f erence i n f o r m a t i o n that w i l l be used by the EPA when
conduc t ing community involvement ac t iv i t i e s in Libby . T h e y are as f o l l o w s : \

i
• A p p e n d i x A - Contac t s : T h i s A p p e n d i x contains the i n f o r m a t i o n necessary to

contact part i e s as sociated with the i n v e s t i g a t i o n and clean-up a c t i v i t i e s in Libby.
Contact information inc lude s the avai lable addre s s e s , t e l e p h o n e numbers,
f a c s i m i l e numbers, and e-mail addre s s e s of various contacts. C o n t a c t s i n c l u d e
such par t i e s as f e d e r a l , state, and local agency o f f i c i a l s .

• A p p e n d i x B - Communi ty A d v i s o r y G r o u p : t h i s A p p e n d i x contains the
in f ormat i on necessary to contact members of the Community A d v i s o r y Group,
al ternate members or resources to the group.

• A p p e n d i x C - El e c t ed O f f i c i a l s : T h i s A p p e n d i x contains the names, addre s s e s ,
t e l ephone numbers, f a c s i m i l e numbers, and e-mail addresses of f e d e r a l , state and
local e lec ted o f f i c i a l s .

• A p p e n d i x D - I n f o r m a t i o n Repos i torie s: T h i s A p p e n d i x l i s t s the addre s s e s o f
the admini s t ra t ive record and in f ormat i on r epo s i t or i e s .

• A p p e n d i x E - C o m m u n i t y Resource Centers: T h i s A p p e n d i x contains addres s
and contact in format ion for various local resources centers. Resource centers
inc lude such f a c i l i t i e s as recreation centers, churches, senior centers, and
h o s p i t a l s or c l in i c s .

• A p p e n d i x F - Local Media: T h i s a p p e n d i x contains e s sential local media
i n f o r m a t i o n , such as the addre s s , contact, and p u b l i c a t i o n s chedu l e i n f o r m a t i o n .

• A p p e n d i x G - P u b l i c M e e t i n g Locations: T h i s A p p e n d i x contains i n f o r m a t i o n
on ava i lab l e mee t ing locat ions, such as mee t ing p l a c e capac i ty, hours of
a v a i l a b i l i t y , l o ca t ion, and cost.

• A p p e n d i x H - Communi ty Interview Questionnaire: T h i s A p p e n d i x contains
the community interview questionnaire form used by EPA to i d e n t i f y the Libby
communi t i e s ' concerns associated with inve s t iga t i on and c l eanup ac t iv i t i e s .
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A p p e n d i x A
L i b b y , M o n t a n a : Contac t s

C o n t a c t C a t e g o r y

U . S .
Environmenta l

P r o t e c t i o n Agency

Program or O f f i c e

Ecosys t ems
Protec t ion and
R e m e d i a t i o n

Preparedne s s ,
Asse s sment and
Emergency Respons e

Program S u p p o r t

S u p e r f u n d
C o m m u n i t y
I n v o l v e m e n t

C o n t a c t N a m e /
Contac t T i t l e

Max Dodson/
Assi s tan t Regional
A d m i n i s t r a t o r
Doug S k i e /
Director

Paul Peronard/
On-Scene Coord ina tor

Johanna M i l l e r /
On-Scene C o o r d i n a t o r

Due N g u y e n /
On-Scene Coord ina tor

Dr. Chris W e i s /
Regional T o x i c o l o g i s t

W e n d y T h o m i /
Communi ty
Invo lv emen t
C o o r d i n a t o r

f a i l i n g A d d r e s s
999 18"' S t r e e t
S u i t e 300 ( 8 E P R )
Denver, CO 80202-2466
999 1 8 l h S t r e e t
S u i t e 3sOO ( 8 E P R - S A )
Denver, CO 80202-2466
999 18 t h Stre e t
S u i t e 300 (8EPR-SA)
Denver, CO 80202-2466
999 18 t h S t r e e t S u i t e 300
( 8 E P R - S A )
Denver, CO 80202-2466
999 18 t h S t r e e t S u i t e 300
( 8 E P R - S A )
Denver, CO 80202-2466
999 18 t h Street
S u i t e 300 (8EPR-PS)
Denver, CO 80202-2466
U S E P A Region 8 ( 8 M O )
Montana O f f i c e
301 S o u t h Park
Drawer 10096
H e l e n a , MT 59626-0096

Phone N u m b e r /
F a c s i m i l e N t f n r b e r

303-3 12-6598/
303-312-6897

303-3 12-6827/
303-312-6071

1-800-227-891 7 ext.
6808 or 303-3 12-

6808/303-312-6071
1-800-277-89 17 ext.

6804 or 303-3 12-
6804/303-312-6071

303-3 12-6509/
303-312-6071

1-800-277-89 17 ext.
6671 or 303-3 12-

6 6 7 1 / 3 0 3 - 3 1 2 - 6 8 9 7

406-44 1-1 150x24 1/
406-441-1126

Email A d d r e s s

d o d s o n . m a x @ e p a . g o v

s k i e . d o u e l a s f t l e p a . g o v

p e r o n a r d . p a u l ( o > e p a . g o v

m i l l e r . i o h a n n a @ e p a . g o v

nguyen.duc(a>epa. .gov

w e i s . c h r i s ^ e p a m a i l . e p a . g
ov

thorn i . w e n d y ( S j e p a . g o v
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Contac t C a t e g o r y

U.S. . ' • - - . • •
Environmental

Prote c t i on A g e n c y

A g e n c y f o r T o x i c
S u b s t a n c e s and

Disease Regis try
( A T S D R )

M o n t a n a
D e p a r t m e n t o f
E n v i r o n m e n t a l

Q u a l i t y

Program o r ' O j f f i c e

S u p e r f u n d Remedial
Response Program

Legal Enforcement
Program
Techni ca l
Enforcement
Program

Regional
Representat ives

H a z a r d o u s W a s t e
and S i t e C l e a n u p
Bureau

D i r e c t o r ' s O f f i c e

D i r e c t o r ' s O f f i c e

[ i i l i i l l t a c t l M i n e / ^ '•{•>
:,j;l 5Cbnta(c;)fiitie'' " -^

J o h n W a r d e l l

Matthew Cohn/
C E R C L A Attorney

K e l c e y Land

Dan S t r a u s b a u g h

J o h n Constan/
P r o j e c t Manager

T o m E l l e r h o f f /
Admini s t ra t iv e O f f i c e r

Dan Rapkoch /
Communica t ions

? : • • : ' ; . ' • , - Mai i i i ig; A/ddVe|s[<|: / j V - .

USEPA Region 8 (8MO)
Montana O f f i c e
301 S o u t h Park
Drawer 10096
H e l e n a , MT 59626-0096
999 18 t h Street
S u i t e 3 0 0 ( 8 E N F - L )
Denver, CO 80202-2466
999 18 t h S t r e e t
S u i t e 3 0 0 ( 8 E N F - T )
Denver, CO 80202-2466
301 Mineral Ave.
L i b b y , MT 59923
Montana O f f i c e
301 S o u t h Park
Drawer 10096
H e l e n a , MT 59626-0096
M e t c a l f B u i l d i n g O f f i c e
1520E. S i x t h Avenue
P.O. Box 200901
H e l e n a , MT 59620
M e t c a l f B u i l d i n g O f f i c e
1 520 E. S i x t h Avenue

P.O. Box 200901
H e l e n a , MT 59620
M e t c a l f B u i l d i n g O f f i c e
1 5 2 0 E . S i x t h Avenue
P.O. Box 200901
H e l e n a , MT 59620

Phone J V u m b f i r /
J J a s M l i n H e N u m b e r

406-441-11237406-441-1125

303-3 12-6853/
303-312-6953

303-312-6393
303-312-6409
406-293-27287
406-293-5668

406-441-1150x2577
406-441-1125

406-444-14387
406-444-1901

406-444-52637
406-444-4386

406-444-29297
406-444-4386

: Email A d d r e s s

w a r d e H . i o h n @ e p a . R o v

cohn.matthew@epa.£ov

l a n d . k e l c e v @ e p a . g o v

l c ehp@l ibby .org

strausbaueh.dan@eoa.eov

i cons tan@sta t e .mt .u s

t e l l e r h o f f ' @ , s t a t e . m t . u s

d r a p k o c h @ s t a l e . m t . u s
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C o n t a c t C a t e g o r y

M o n t a n a
D e p a r t m e n t of

P u b l i c H e a l t h and
H u m a n Serv i c e s

L i n c o l n C o u n t y
Environmenta l

H e a l t h
Depar tmen t

C i t y o f Libby

Program or O f f i c e C o n t a c t N a m e /
Contact T i t l e

T o d d Damrow/
E p i d e m i o l o g i s t
M i k e S p e n c e /
M e d i c a l O f f i c e r

Ron A n d e r s o n /
Director

Dr. Brad Black/
County M e d i c a l O f f i c e r

Mayor A n t h o n y Berget

M a i l i n g A d d r e s s
1 1 7 Commerce Way L i b b y ,

MT 59923
1 17 Commerce Way Libby,
MT 59923

4 1 8 Mineral Ave.
L i b b y , MT 59923

418 Minera l Ave.
Libby, MT 59923

P.O. Box 1428
Libby, MT 59923

Phone N u m b e r /
F a c s i m i l e N u m b e r

406-444-3986/406-293-5549
406-444-1286/
406-444-0272
406-293-7781

ext. 228/
406-293-5340

406-293-7781
ext. 228/

406-293-3045

406-293-1776/
406-293-4090

Emai l A d d r e s s
t d a n i r o w ( 3 > s t a t e . m t . u s

mspenc e@s ta t e .mt .u s

l c d e h @ l i b b y . o r g

b b l a c k @ l i b b v . o r g

ab erg e t@l i bbv . o rg
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A p p e n d i x B
L i b b y , M o n t a n a : C o m m u n i t y A d v i s o r y G r o u p

C o n t a c t N a m e

Ron A n d e r s o n

J o y c e Baeth

George Bauer

Kerry Beasley

G a y l a B e n e f i e l d

A n t h o n y J . Berget

Dr. Brad Black

Grayson Casey

T i t l e / O r g a j j i ^ r t i p n
L i n c o l n County
Environmental.
H e a l t h Department

L i b b y C i t y Counc i l

P r e s i d e n t , Libby
C i t y Council
Board Chair, St.
J o h n s Lutheran
H o s p i t a l
L i n c o l n County
A s b e s t o s V i c t i m s
R e l i e f Organizat ion

Mayor, C i t y o f
Libby
L i n c o l n County
H e a l t h O f f i c e r
Realtor, Munro
Realtors

- ' , . : ; .^ailing; A d j ! f e s s f ' ; v - .

418 Mineral Ave.
Libby, MT 59923

952 East S p r u c e Stre e t
P.O. Box 1428
Libby , MT 59923
203 E. S p r u c e
L i b b y , MT 59923
P.O. Box 726
Libby, MT 59923

245 Cedar Meadow Rd.
Libby , MT 59923

952 East S p r u c e Stree t
P.O. Box 1428
Libby, MT 59923
Box 1442
Libby , MT 59923
505 Hwy. 2 Wes t
P.O. Box 1484
L i b b y , MT 59923

/ • i ; J P J ( i 8 n ; e N u i n b e r / ! : ; ^ f l - : ; ;
; . ; ; - y j ! a f e s i s n H e - N j i i t t t l f t l l : ^

406- 293-7781 Ext. 228/
406- 293-5340

406-293-6440/
406-293-4212
406-293-64407
406-293-4212

- 406- 293-3325

406-293-5535

406-293-1776 ( c e l l )
406- 293 -2731 (c i ty h a l l ) /

406- 293-4090
406- 293-098 1/
406- 293-9274

406-293-7721

; Email A d d r e s s

l c d e h @ l i b b y . o r g

--

--

b e a s l e y @ l i b b v . o r g

g a y l a b @ l i b b y . o r g

aber»et@,libby.org

bb la ck@l ibby .org

grayson@libby.org

C A ( G F u n c t i o n

Member

Member

A l t e r n a t e Member
f o r T o n y Berget

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member
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A p p e n d i x B
L i b b y , Montana: C o m m u n i t y A d v i s o r y G r o u p

Contac t N a m e

Bob Dedrick^

Susan F e e b a c k

T o m F e n n e s s y

Robert F o o t e

K e n n y H a y s

George K e c k

J o h n Konzen

David Latham

Cyrus Lee

f i t l e / O f c g a o i z a t i p t t

A s b e s t o s V i c t i m
Realtor, K o o t e n a i
H o m e s and Land
Realty
S t . J o h n ' s Lutheran
H o s p i t a l
Libby Ministerial
A s s o c i a t i o n
Libby resident

Libby Resident

L i n c o l n County
Commiss ioner
Editor , T h e
Montan ian
K o o t e n a i V a l l e y
H e a d S t a r t

M a f l i t t g a i f l d r e s s-;; . . . . ,- iS:Ss* ; :-. ; v: -•>;,-••';<««•••'
2 14 C o l o r a d o Ave.
L i b b y , MT 59923
P.O. Box 1282
Libby, MT 59923
P.O. Box 726
Libby , MT 59923
73 1 Main Ave.
Libby, MT 59923
1508 Kaniksu
Libby, MT 59923
8561 Farm to Market Rd.
Libby , MT 59923

P.O.Box 449
Troy, MT 59935
P.O. Box 946
L i b b y , MT 59923
712 Loui s iana
Libby, MT 59923

£ f t o n e N u i f t b e r / ;. .- .>-.::'.-.•: -< ' • ;•'.•?•*", '- '-:\.-- ' • . ' -..'• : : : ••, : -^(Miiriife^iii j ieirv:^
406-293-3227

406- 293-6 15 1/
406-293-3012

406-293-3325

406-293-4522

406-293-5321

406-293-7446

406- 295-4420/
406- 293-8577
406- 293-8202/
406- 293-8202

( c a l l f i r s t )
406- 293-4502/
406- 293-9799

I E m a i l ' A d d r e s s

t r d r b o b @ l i b b y . o r g

rea ltv@ 1 i bb v.prg

--

b d f o o t e @ l i b b v . o r g

--

--

ikon7.en@libbv.org

m o n t a n i a n @ l i b b y . o r g

k v h s t a r t @ l i b b y . o r g

C A G F u n c t i o n

Member

A l t e r n a t e Member
for Grayson Casey

A l t e r n a t e Member
f o r Kerry Beas l ey

Member

A l t e r n a t e Member
f o r W i l b u r W i l s o n

A l t e r n a t e Member
for Bob Dedrick

Member

Member

Member
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A p p e n d i x B
L i b b y , M o n t a n a : C o m m u n i t y A d v i s o r y G r o u p

Contact N a m e

K i r b y Maki

C l i n t o n Maynard

Rick P a l a g i

N o r i t a S k r a m s t a d

J e n a n Swenson-
Dedrick

M i k e S w i t z e r

Leroy T h o r n

Bob T u n i s /
Director

T i t l e / O r g a n i z a t i o n
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t /
Libby S c h o o l
Distr i c t
Area A s b e s t o s
Research G r o u p
( A A R G )
C E O , S t . J o h n s
Lutheran H o s p i t a l
I n c .

A s b e s t o s V i c t i m

L i b b y Resident

A s b e s t o s V i c t i m

F o r m e r Union
Pres iden t
Economic
Deve lopment
C o u n c i l , I n c .

Mail ing A d f e ^

724 L o u i s i a n a Ave.
L i b b y , MT 59923

1116 Louis iana Avenue
L i b b y , MT 59923

350 Louis iana Ave.
L i b b y , MT 59923
3647 S. Hwy 2
Libby, MT 59923
505 Granite Ave.
Libby, MT 59923
550 Arabian Lane
L i b b y , MT 59923
143 Park St.
Libby, MT 59923

P.O. Box 621
L i b b y , MT 59923

^ ^ f i p h o n e ' - N ^ i b e r / " .
: / f a c s i m i l e N^inber

406- 293-881 1/
406-293-8812

406- 293-9545

406-293-7761/
406- 293-4428

406- 293-6602

406-293-2477

406-293-2512

406- 293-8731 (work)
406- 293-9 174 (home)/

406- 293-8733
406- 293-8406/
406- 293-3222

Entail Addre s s

kwmaki@libbv.org

r p a l a g i @ s i l h . c o m

--

mswi t z er@l ibby .org

r t u n i s @ l i b b y . o r g

C A G F u n c t i o n

Member

Member

Member

Member

A l t e r n a t e f o r G a y l a
B e n e f i e l d

Member

Member

Member
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A p p e n d i x B
L i b b y , Montana: C o m m u n i t y A d v i s o r y G r o u p

Contac t N S i n f c - ' '. • > > , - ; . , ; . • ' . " :

Sandy Wagner

Don W i l k i n s

W i l b u r W i l s o n

Rita W i n d o m — -

Paul Peronard

W e n d y Thorn i

L i n d a N e w s t r o m

••:.. ' •; ::.::¥.v—- v/'.;vc^\ T i t i f e / O r g ^ i 2 j i | i S a l '

Libby Resident

Lumber and S a w m i l l
Workers #2581
P r e s i d e n t / L i n c o l n
County Council on
A g e i n g
L i n c o l n County
Commissioner
On-Scene
C o o r d i n a t o r / U . S .
Environmental
Pro t e c t i on Agency
Community
I n v o l v e m e n t
C o o r d i n a t o r / U . S .
Environmental
Prot e c t i on A g e n c y
EPA I n f o r m a t i o n
Center

\;;;:.;:;;;|̂ ii|iiil|%s|r;||||
j . : : ; : . ; : ; ; s s ; a l i . & S ^ s s ^ - - : ; : : - , i ' £ i i i S . W t > ; f i " ; ; ! . - : \ »

P.O. Box 153
Libby, MT 59923
P.O. Box 335
Libby, MT 59923
205 W. Spruce St.
L i b b y , MT 59923
512 C a l i f o r n i a Ave.
Libby, MT 59923
U.S. EPA Region 8
( 8 E P R - S A )
999 18 t h St.; S u i t e 500
Denver, CO 80202-2466
U.S. EPA Region 8 -
Montana O f f i c e
301 S. Park, Drawer 10096
Helena, MT 59626-0096

501 Mineral Avenue
L i b b y , MT 59923

f ^I^h^i^'b^ii i 5

SialiiiiinfeMi^te:;^
406-293-5010

406-293-6244 (work) /
406-293-6969
406- 293-5095

406-293-3889

406-293-7781 ext. 208/
406- 293-8577

(303) 3 12-6808 ( o f f i c e )
( 3 0 3 ) 886-1638 ( c e l l )

1-800-227-8917x68087
( 3 0 3 ) 3 1 2 - 6 0 7 1

406-441-1150x2417
406-441-1126

406-293-61947
406-293-5668

^^^^^^^•/i

--

w i l k i n s @ l i b b y . o r g

wi l s on@libbv .org

rwindom@libby.org

p e r o n a r d . p a u l @ e p a . g Q V

thomi.wendy@epa.gov

c d m f e d newstrom@yahoo
.com

C J A G F u n c t i o n

Member

Member

Member

Member

CAG Resource

CAG Resource

CAG Resource
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A p p e n d i x B
L i b b y , M o n t a n a : C o m m u n i t y A d v i s o r y G r o u p

C o n t a c t N a m e

J o h n Cons tan

Dan S t r a u s b a u g h

A l a n S t r i n g e r

G e r a l d M u e l l e r

M i k e Gie s ey

T i t l e / O r g a n i z a t i o n
P r o j e c t Manager/
Montana
Department of
Environmental
Q u a l i t y

A g e n c y f o r T o x i c
S u b s t a n c e s and
Disease Registry

W.R. Grace & Co.
F a c i l i t a t o r /
Consensus
A s s o c i a t e s
A l t e r n a t e F a c i l i t a t o r

M a i l i n g A d d r e s s ;

2209 Phoenix Avenue
H e l e n a , MT 59620

301 S. Park; Drawer 10096
H e l e n a , MT 59626

501 Mineral Ave.
Libby, MT 59923
317 Mineral Avenue
Libby , MT 59923
7 165 Old Grant Creek Rd.
M i s s o u l a , MT 59808
8555 Bull Lake Rd.
T r o y , MT 59935

. : , ' . : > P h 6 n e , N u i n ; b i | e r / : ' : ' ' " : ' A

J P a f i s i m i i i e N u m b e r

406- 444-1 43 8/
406-444-1901

406- 441-1 150 x257/
406-441-1126

406- 2 9 3 - 2 7 2 S /
406- 293-5668
406-293-3964/
406- 293-3749
406- 543-0026/
406- 549-9455

406- 295-3058

i Emiil A d d r e s s

iconstan(3>state.mt.us

s trausbaueh.dan (oi epa .gov

l c e h p @ l i b b y . o r g

--

m u e l l e r @ b i g s k y . c o m

--

C A G F u n c t i o n

CAG Resource

CAG Resource

CAG Resource

C A G F a c i l i t a t o r

C A G A l t e r n a t e
F a c i l i t a t o r
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A p p e n d i x C
L i b b y , M o n t a n a : E l e c t e d O f f i c i a l s

Contac t C a t e g o r y

F e d e r a l
Government

A s s o c i a t i o n or
Department

U . S . Congress

U . S . Congress

U . S . Congres s

Contact N a m e / /
Contac t T i t l i ?

Conrad Burns/
U . S . S e n a t o r

Max Baucus/
U . S . S e n a t o r

Dennis Rehberg
U . S . Representative

I d l i n g A d d r e s s

1 83 Dirksen Senat e O f f i c e
B u i l d i n g
W a s h i n g t o n , D.C. 20510
575 Sunset Blvd. , S u i t e 101
K a l i s p e l l , M T 59901
5 1 1 Hart S e n a t e O f f i c e
B u i l d i n g
W a s h i n g t o n , D.C. 20510
K a l i s p e l l O f f i c e
220 1st Avenue East
K a l i s p e l l , M T 59901
H o m e O f f i c e B u i l d i n g
5 1 6 Cannon
W a s h i n g t o n , D.C. 20515-
2601

200 E. Broadway
Room 104
M i s s o u l a , MT 59807
P.O.Box 1597
H e l e n a , MT 59624

• . ' . - ' • . • • • •, :Phone N u m b e r /
f a c s i m i l e N u m b e r

202-224-2644 or
1-800-344-1513/

202-224-8594 F a x /
TDD 202-224-86 16

406-257-3360/
406-257-3974

202-224-2651 or
1-800-332-6106 or

406-756-1150
TDD 202-224- 1998

202-225-321 1/
202-225-5687

406-543-9550

406-252- 1776/
406-252-2884 F A X

Email A d d r e s s

conrad burns@burns.sen
ate.gov

max@baucus.senate.gov

rehberg2000.com/contac t .
... -PP
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Contac t Cat egory;

S t a t e Government

C o u n t y
Government

^$datiSa^;;,s ' : ' : : : ; !
Depar tmen t: . i i ^ f e ' - ? • • ' • • .

Governor of Montana

Montana S t a t e Senate

Montana S t a t e
Congress

L i n c o l n County
Commiss ioners

L i n c o l n County
Commissioners

L i n c o l n County
Commiss ioners

Mayor o f Libby

l j i i i i C o i i f i f e ^ a t l i i e f ; ; i - f t : , : :

^ :il<gonta;liime : ..Bi
J u d y Martz
Governor

W i l l i a m S . Crismore/
S t a t e Senator District
41
Eileen Carney
S t a t e Representat ive
Distr i c t 82

Marianne Roose/
County Commissioner
(Eureka)

Rita W i n d o m /
County Commissioner
( L i b b y )

J o h n Konzen/
County Commis s ioner
( T r o y )

Anthony J . Berget/
Mayor

\; : " '^'^liing^^less"'1'*;:!!

S t a t e C a p i t o l ,
H e l e n a , MT 59620-0801.

237 A i r f i e l d Road
Libby, MT 59923-8600

P.O. Box 11 93
Libby, MT 59923- 11 93

512 C a l i f o r n i a Avenue
Libby, MT 59923- 1942

512 C a l i f o r n i a Avenue
Libby, MT 59923- 1942

512 C a l i f o r n i a Avenue
L i b b y , MT 59923- 1942

952 East S p r u c e S t r e e t
P.O. Box 1428
Libby, MT 59923

> ^ ; - T O t t e ; H i i S i y i r f c •l l a c s U M f i u m ^ i l
406-444-3111

(immed. o f f i c e )
1-800-332-2272

( C i t i z e n ' s advocate)
406-293-7405/
406-293-4059

406-293-6407

406-293-7781 ext.
207 L i b b y

406-296-3039 Eureka
406-296-4420 Troy
406-293-8577 Fax
406-293-7781 ext.

207 L i b b y
406-296-3039 Eureka
406-296-4420 Troy
406-293-8577 Fax
406-293-7781 ext.

207 Libby
406-296-3039 Eureka

406-296-4420 T r o y
406-293-8577 Fax

406-293-2731

l)inai l A d d r e s s

crismore@libby.org

j e carney@l ibby . org

--

rwindom@libby .org

j k o n z e n @ l i b b y . o r g

a b e r g e t @ l i b b y . o r g

C i t y G o v e r n m e n t
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C o n t a c t C a t e g o r y

C i t y Government

- ' . ' . " . ' •

A s s o c i a t i o n or
D e p a r t m e n t

L i b b y C i t y C o u n c i l

Libby Ci ty Council

L i b b y C i t y Counci l

L i b b y C i t y C o u n c i l

L i b b y C i t y Counci l

L i b b y Ci ty . Counci l

Contac t N a m e /
Contact T i t l e

George Bauer/
Counc i l Pre s ident

J o y c e Baeth
Council Member

Ken Sorenson/
Counci l Member

Dan S t e p h e n s /
Counc i l Member

J a n e T h o r n /
Counci l Member

J u d y Porter/
Council Member

M a i l i n g A d d r e s s
952 East S p r u c e S t r e e t
P.O. Box 1428
Libby, MT 59923
952 East S p r u c e Street
P.O. Box 1428
L i b b y , MT 59923
952 East S p r u c e S t r e e t
P.O. Box 1428
L i b b y , MT 59923
952 East S p r u c e Stree t
P.O. Box 1428
L i b b y , MT 59923
952 East S p r u c e S t r e e t
P.O. Box 1428
Libby, MT 59923
952 East S p r u c e Stree t
P.O. Box 1428
Libby, MT 59923

Phone N u m b e r /
F a c s i m i l e - N u m b e r

406-293-2731

406-293-2731

406-293-2731

406-293-2731

406-293-2731

406-293-2731

Emai l A d d r e s s

g b n t @ l i b b y . o r g

c i t y o f l i b b y @ l i b b y . o r g

ke sor en@libby.org

l v a l @ l c l i n k . c o m

thom@libby.org

por t e r@l ibby .org
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A p p e n d i x D
L i b b y , M o n t a n a : I n f o r m a t i o n R e p o s i t o r i e s

I n f o r m a t i o n
R e p o s i t o r y N a m e

EPA Informat ion' Center

U.S. EPA Records
Center ' , ' . . " ! • ' - : ; • ; . ;

S t r e e t A d d r e s s

501 Minera l Avenue
Libby, MT 59923

999 18 t h Str e e t
N o r t h Terrace 5 l h F l o o r
Denver, CO 80202-2405

. : ' " ' ' ~ h - ' . "Contact N a m e / ' . , :Contac t T i t l e

L i n d a N e w s t r o m

Pat W h i t e
L i n d a Reardon

Phone N u m b e r /
F a c s i m i l e N u m b e r

( 4 0 6 ) 2 9 3 - 6 1 9 4

( 3 0 3 ) 3 1 2 - 6 6 8 0
(3 03)-3 12-6473

H o u r s o f O p e r a t i o n

M o n d a y 8:30-5 : 0 0 p m
T u e s d a y 8:30-5:00 pm

W e d n e s d a y _&:10-5:00 pm
T h u r s d a y 8:30-5:00 pm

F r i d a y 8:30-5:00 pm
Monday - F r i d a y

8:00 am- 4:30 pm

Page 1 of 1



A p p e n d i x E
L i b b y , M o n t a n a : C o m m u n i t y Resource Cent er s

Resource Center

S e n i o r C i t i z e n Center

S t . J o h n ' s Lutheran
H o s p i t a l

• • : • - ! ' • • • • • • - . • ' . . : ' : '
• • • • ••,•:.:•• ' . ' : . . . . ' • : ' • ' .Center for Asbe s t o s 1 ? :Related Disease

L i b b y P u b l i c Library

T r o y P u b l i c Library

Libby Chairiber of ;
Cortimerce:

Veterans o f F o r e i g n
W a r s US 1548

L i b b y C o m m u n i t y
I n t e r a g e n c i e s

' ' - ' - ! • • ' - ' . . ' " " ' T ! ^ ' ; ' - : . ; - - • . - - •

S t r e e t A d d r e s s ! ]

206 E.2nd
L i b b y , MT 59923

350 Louis iana Ave.
Libby, MT 59923

216 W. 4 t h

Libby, MT
220 W. 6 t h

L i b b y , MT 59923

207 N. 3 r d .
T r o y , MT 59935

905 W. 9 th

Libby, MT 59923

1 1 4 W . 2 n d

L i b b y , MT 59923

724 Loui s iana Ave.
L i b b y , MT 59923

; j j j i p n e N u m b e r /
; ; F a c s i m i l e •
• J : ' Nu.m.b e f e l l : / . "
406-293-7222

406-293-0100

406-293-9274

406-293-2778

406-295-4040

406-293-4167
406-293-5042

406-293-7316

406-293-3951

G o n t a c t f S a m e /• , ' C 6 n ; t p p t l e . , • ' • -

Lee Dexter

R e c e p t i o n i s t

Pat Cohan
Gail Ander s on
Reference Librarian

J u d y W i l l i a m s
Librarian

Chamber o f f i c e
T i m S t e e l e , Pres ident

Dick S h a r p e

Pam Rhodes

; ; : nitours of Operation

variable

all hours

M - F 8:00 -4:30
M - F - 9:30 -6:00

Sat . -9:30-3:00
W i n t e r T, W, Th, F- 1 -6/ Sat . 11-1

Summer - T, Th 11-6, W 1-6
S a t . 1 1 - 1

M - F 10:00 - 2:00 for i n f o r m a t i o n

variab l e

M - F 8:00 -5:00
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L i b b y , M o n t a n a : M e d i a
A p p e n d i x F

P u b H c a t i o n N a n j i e / :
/ W e b s i t e V : ^ : . : ; ; ; ;

T h e Wes t ern N e w s /
w w w . l i b b y . o r g / W e s t e r n N e w s /
we l come.h tml

M o n t a n i a n /
www. l i bby.org/montanian

T h e T o b a c c o V a l l e y News/
www.tobaccovalleynews.com

T h e D a i l y I n t e r l a k e /
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A p p e n d i x G
L i b b y , M o n t a n a : P u b l i c M e e t i n g L o c a t i o n s

M e e t i n g L o c a t i o n

Pondero sa Room
Libby C i t y H a l l

L i b b y S c h o o l s
V F W C o m m u n i t y
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V e n t u r e M o t o r I n n
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406-293-2731
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community m e e t i n g s

charge for s e t up ,
c l e a n i n g or catering.

var iab l e d e p e n d i n g on
needs and mea l s
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A p p e n d i x H
E P A C o m m u n i t y I n t e r v i e w f o r R e s i d e n t s o f L i b b y , M o n t a n a

Date:____I n t e r v i e w e r s : T i m e :
PART A _______________
1. A d d r e s s :
2. Phone:
3A. P l e a s e l i s t the names and DOB of all immedia t e (bro ther s , s i s ters , k id s and p a r e n t s ) f a m i l y members(Lis t be low and i n d i c a t e wi th an * al l members tha t p a r t i c i p a t e d in the i n t e r v i e w )
3B1. Are your c h i l d r e n living at home? Y / N ( enter in t a b l e b e l o w )
3B2. If no, i s h e / s h e l i v i n g in L i b b y ? Y / N ( enter in t a b l e b e l o w )

NAME DOB C h i l d r e n ar e l i v i n g If a c h i l d i s no t a t home,(Age, i f DOB i s unknown) At home In L i b b v P l e a s e l i s t current addre s s:

-

4A. How l o n g has your f a m i l y has been l i v i n g in L i b b y , MT? _years
4B. How l o n g has your f a m i l y has been living at your current addres s:?. _years
1 5 A . W h e n was your house built?______If unknown, what i s t h e a p p r o x i m a t e ag e o f t h e residence. ^.years



P A R T B
5. W h e n you have h e a l t h concerns about asbes tos , where do you go for i n f o r m a t i o n ?

7A. Do you have any s p e c i f i c concerns about asbestos exposure?
7 B . I f yes, p l e a s e de s cr ibe:

PART C
9A. Did anyone in the f a m i l y work at the Z o n o l i t e mine or the v e r m i c u l i t e p r o c e s s i n g o p e r a t i o n s ?
I f Y e s , p l e a s e answer t h e f o l l o w i n g que s t i on s , i f N o o r D o n ' t know, s k i p t o Que s t i on 1 2 .

9B. 9C. 9D1. 9D2. 9E.
N a m e ( s ) of workers Job Title(s) or short d e s c r i p t i o n of work dut ie s: Dates ofe m p l o y m e n t(yr. to y r . )

I f dates unknown,p r o v i d e d u r a t i o n o fe m p l o y m e n t anda p p r o x i m a t e starta n d / o r s t o p da t e s

L o c a t i o n ( s ) of work1. M i n e2. RR l o a d i n g area3. Export site4. Other ( d e s c r i b e )5. U n k n o w n(mark a l l that a p p l y )

10. Typica l ly a f t e r a day o f work, d id f a m i l y members, w o r k i n g in th e v e r m i c u l i t e m i n i n g or p r o c e s s i n g o p e r a t i o n s :( C i r c l e one) a) change c l o t h e s at work, b) wear t h e i r work c l o th e s home, or c) other? ( p l e a s e d e s c r i b e )
1 1 A . How did f a m i l y members most f r e q u e n t l y get to and f r o m the v e r m i c u l i t e work site?( C i r c l e one) 1. P e r s o n a l v e h i c l e , 2. R i d e f r o m co-worker; 3. Bus, 4. Other ( p l e a s e d e s c r i b e ) :
11 B. If a p e r s o n a l v eh i c l e was used for work t r a n s p o r t a t i o n was it f r e q u e n t l y f o u n d to have a c c u m u l a t i o n s of d u s t / d i r tf r o m th e work s i te in i t ? Ye s / No / Don' t know



1 ^ v > . W a s t h e v e r m i c u l i t e f r o m t h e mine used i n o r a r o u n d \ o u r home ? Y e s / N o / D o n ' t know( i f N o , o r D o n ' t know, s k i p t o Q u e s t i o n 1 8 . )
12B. Was the v e r m i c u l i t e that was used i n / a r o u n d or your home pur cha s ed f r o m a store? Yes / No / Don't knowI f N o , 1 . W h e r e d i d y o u g e t i t f r o m ?

2. Was it f r e e? Y / N / Don't know
1 3 A . W a s t h e v e r m i c u l i t e used f o r i n s u l a t i o n ? Y e s / N o / D o n ' t know ( i f n o s k i p t o 1 3 B ) :A 1 . I f y e s , d e s cr ibe l o c a t i o n s (e .g . , a t t i c , w a l l s )

A2. Is du s t f r o m the v e r m i c u l i t e i n s u l a t i o n o f t e n n o t i c e a b l e in any o f th e l i v i n g areas o f th e house ?Y e s / N o / D o n ' t know
13B. Was the v ermicu l i t e used for 1. G a r d e n s , 2. P l a n t i n g , 3. Greenhouse (c irc l e all that a p p l y )
13C. Were there other ways that v e r m i c u l i t e was used? Yes / No / Don' t know
1 3 D . I f y e s , p l e a s e de s cr ibe:

14A. A s i d e f r o m working at the mine, has anyone in the f a m i l y been e m p l o y e d in a job with p o t e n t i a l e xpo sure toasbes tos such a s w e l d i n g , a u t o m o t i v e r e p a i r , p l u m b i n g , duc t work, r o o f i n g , c a r p e n t r y , i n s u l a t i o n i n s t a l l a t i o n ?Y / N / Don't know
14B and 14C. If y e s , p l e a s e t e l l u s :B. Who C. W h a t k ind of work: 1. w e l d i n g , 2. a u t o m o t i v e r e p a i r ,3. p l u m b i n g , 4. d u c t w o r k , 4. r o o f i n g , 5. c a r p e n t r y ,6. I n s u l a t i o n i n s t a l l a t i o n , 7 . Other ( p l e a s e d e s c r i b e )

15B. Are you aware of any a s b e s t o s - c o n t a i n i n g - p r o d u c t s o ther than v e r m i c u l i t e in your home such as f l o o r t i l e s , p i p ei n s u l a t i o n , s i d i n g ? Yes / No / NA / RA
1 5 C . I f y e s , what a r e they: ( c i r c l e a l l tha t a p p l y ) 1 . F l o o r t i l e s , 2 . P i p e I n s u l a t i o n , 3 . S i d i n g , 4 . I n s u l a t i o n , 5 . Other ( p l e a s ed e s c r i b e ) :



P A H T T D
16A. Besides work, did you or f a m i l y p a r t i c i p a t e in any act ivi t i e s that br ing you f r e q u e n t l y into contact with the Z o n o l i t emine, p r o c e s s i n g f a c i l i t i e s , or the v e r m i c u l i t e ? Y / N / NA / RA
16B. I f yes, p l e a s e de s cr ibe these a c t i v i t i e s :

16C. W h e r e d id these a c t i v i t i e s occur:

18A. W h e n the mine was o p e r a t i n g , or more r e c en t ly , do you be l i eve tha t du s t f r o m the v e r m i c u l i t e m i n i n g or p r o c e s s i n gop era t i on s was a c c u m u l a t i n g on your p r o p e r t y or in your home? Yes / No / NA
18b. If Y e s , describe why you be l i eved t h i s was occurring:

19. Can you t h i n k of any way that v ermicu l i t e m i g h t have got t en into your home now or when you were growing up (i.e . ,o n c l o t h i n g ) I f s o , p l e a s e de s cr ibe these a c t i v i t i e s :

20. Do you know of areas around town where v e r m i c u l i t e f r o m the mine has been p l a c e d ?

2 1 A . As a c h i l d , where did you most f r e q u e n t l y p l a y ?

21B. W h a t was the area like? ( p l e a s e d e s cr i b e)

2 1 C . W h e r e d i d your c h i l d r e n most f r e q u e n t l y p l a y ?

22A. Are there areas of L i b b y t ha t you b e l i eve pr e s en t a risk f r o m asbes tos to r e s i d en t s?
22B. I f yes, where:



17. , s there a n y t h i n g el se you wou ld l i k e to say about the Z u . o l i t17. ,s there a n y t h i n g el se you wou ld l i k e to say about the Z u , e l i t e mine or v e r m i c u l i t e in g e n e r a l ?

23A. I s there a n y t h i n g y o u ' d l i k e more i n f o r m a t i o n about?

23B. I f yes, what:

26. Who do you t h i n k are the f o r m a l and i n f o r m a l l e a d e r s in your c ommuni ty?

28. Is there a n y t h i n g you would l i k e t o a d d ?

T h a n k you!


